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From the Rector
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I am sorry that this edition of ‘Praise Be!’ is slightly late. This is my
fault and no one else.
Why has this happened?
I was hoping to be able to let you all know about our plans for
having church buildings open for worship. However, the guidance
from the government and the Church of England were late coming
and then there has had to be time of thinking and testing to see
how we might be able to offer worship in our church buildings.
I have produced a plan and I will give details of this later on, though
it might change again and we shall have to see how it progresses.
Why is it as it is?
We still have to maintain Social Distancing in our buildings; this is
for all our sakes.
I know that some people think it doesn’t affect them, or that it is too
much! However, I believe it is better to be safe than sorry.
I have been very fortunate in that I have not had to take funerals
because of Covid-19, I don’t know how many people in our
parishes have succumbed to this virus, it does seem like we have
been very fortunate in this area, at least so far. I don’t think that it
would be good if this changed and we started having people
infected and dying. We should do our very best to protect one
another and any others that may visit our buildings or engage in
worship now that it has been permitted.
So much keeps changing, the advice, the guidance, the rules and
the whole nature of the way we live in society. I am sure that, after I
have written this and published this edition of ‘Praise Be!’ that the
rules and guidance will be changed yet again.
Personally I think that the rules on singing will change soon, or
maybe that is my hopefulness as a person who likes singing!
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An area of our time through lockdown is the communication.
I don’t think that this has been good enough, certainly as far as
many of our members is concerned, in hearing from me and about
what the church in our parishes have been doing.
Hopefully there has been much more communication happening
than I imagine.
For this edition of ‘Praise Be!’ we are going to try to ensure that
everyone on the Electoral Role’s across the Benefice receives a
copy. It is best as an email edition, as this is in colour, however, the
printed version will be sent out as a monochrome edition to those
who do not have email facility.
The Revd Paul McLeod
Rector of The Whittlewood Benefice, Chaplain to The British
Racing Drivers Club, Silverstone Circuit and Rural Dean of
Towcester.

We didn’t stop!
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What have we been doing during lockdown?
Most mornings [until recently, even on the Rector’s day off]
Morning Prayer has been livestreamed via the internet out of St
Michael’s Vicarage, Silverstone on YouTube and Facebook. This
service has been live from 9 a.m. each morning. All people had to
do was to follow the link on Facebook, via Paul’s own Facebook
page, the Whittlewood Benefice page, the Whittlewood Benefice
Facebook group or the Towcester Deanery group. Lots of
opportunities to join in Morning Prayer and of course, if people
didn’t want to, or couldn’t join in live, the prayers remain as video’s
for some time on these sites.
Sunday Worship.
At first we livestreamed worship from in St Michael’s Church,
thanks to a few people for their assistance in getting this set up, not
least of all Julian Roberts from Slapton.
Then we were barred from church buildings, yes, by the Church of
England bishops, but also by our government. And so we had to
discover a new way of offering the opportunity of worship.
We muddled along with services I put together, recorded and then
put onto our YouTube Channel and Facebook.
After this we discovered the opportunity of using Zoom along with
PowerPoint. This we have been doing since Easter. It has been a
different way of worshipping, not everyone is necessarily happy
with it, but others are finding the difference and the variety of this
worship to be very helpful in this strange time.
We have to compromise and look at the way to offer worship
generously and hopefully.
Since the restrictions brought upon us all I, like you all, have not
received the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, and even though the
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rules changed so that was allowed to receive on my own, I do not
believe that this is right until we can begin to celebrate and receive
together in community. And so I think that I might join you in great
joy and relief when we are able to return to this Sacrament as a
Christian Community, which is what the Church is.
Zoom has been a very interesting and, in a way, helpful tool
through this time. Many people have been brought together to
worship. It has also been beneficial to discover its use for
meetings. We have had the WPT meeting with Zoom [that is the
Whittlewood Benefice PCC meetings together] as well as weekly
meetings of the Worship Group and for Bible Study.
The Worship Group is a small group who, with me the Rector,
have been planning our worship each week, music, prayers,
readings and setting the tasks of drawing people in to participate in
the worship. This latter aspect has been especially good, for the
worship has been shared by many people over these weeks, and
by shared I mean that many people have read the scripture in the
service or the prayers.
The Bible Study is actually more properly a time for reflecting on
Holy Scripture together. As Zoom enables anyone with an internet
access to participate, we have been joined by my former
Churchwarden from Newcastle upon Tyne. I think that it has been
helpful to be able to share time of listening to and reflecting upon
the Word of God together in this way.

Northampton Single Homelessness Forum
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Dear friends,
I have been asked me to provide an update on the hard work that
has been taking place in Northampton to help those who were
sleeping rough before the Covid Crisis. At the beginning of
lockdown the Government funded an ‘everybody in’ policy of
housing anyone from the street in hotels. In Northampton two
hotels provide accommodation, and around 120 people were
housed this way, around 90 at any one time. This pretty much
happened overnight and has involved many organisations rapidly
adjusting the way they worked to make this happen.
The good news is that for many people this has provide an
opportunity to make significant changes in their lives, and indeed
many have managed to be housed in more stable and permanent
accommodation. Final figures are quite fluid but at times 10-20
people have been move on in one week so you can image the
amazing work Council, community, voluntary and all sort of
housing organisations have been doing to make this work.
Food, laundry and many other health etc. services have been
provided; people have had their essential identity documentation
put in place, access to benefits sorted and many other bureaucratic
hurdles tackled.
Of course each individual needs to work at their own pace of
change and each has their own hurdles and barriers to a more
settled way of life. The hotel provision comes to an end at the end
of June, but provision has been put in place to use a University hall
of Residence for those who need a little more time to make the
transition. This should mean another 9 weeks of support I this way,
as well as new support work to help those who have moved on
become settled in their new accommodation. It looks as though
even those who have been on the streets for decades are making
wonderful progress.
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Please keep all the organisations, who are working rapidly and
tirelessly to help each person succeed, in your prayers.
Revd Sue Faulkner
Chair of Northampton Single Homelessness Forum

I know that our buildings have been closed, but our part of God’s
Church has not.
And so we still need to finance the Church, there are still bills,
ministry costs continue, Zoom costs money as does the internet
and the resources to keep all this going.
So yes, this is a plea to everyone to think about how you are going
to help the Church to exist today and for tomorrow!
Please, if you can, set up a Direct Debit or similar to pay regularly
into your churches funds. If you are a tax payer, please consider
using Gift Aid!
We are, in some of our churches joining the Parish Giving Scheme
that helps us keep track of the money coming in.
If you can’t use any of the above, but do pay cash to the church
when you are there, please remember, we still need your help.
Every gift to help God’s Church is valued and valuable, for us,
definitely, but also for you as God sees the generous giver and is
thankful for them.
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A good read for the summer?
I wonder if you are the sort of person who loves to get stuck into a
book or two over the summer. “Well, choose carefully because you
can’t judge a book by its cover” – that’s what I was told as a
schoolboy. A rapid glance at my bookshelf will confirm that theory –
Power, Corruption and Pies is nothing to do with sinister ambitions
in the catering industry; Has Keele Failed? is not an account of
shortcomings at the motorway service station; You Can’t Play the
Game If You Don’t Know the Rules does not even mention
lineouts, rucks or mauls.
Actually, I’m always rather relieved that you can’t judge a book by
its cover. All of us at some stage put on a front, and most of us
have moments that we are really not proud of – private and locked
away from public viewing. But God knows us as we are. He sees
the cover and reads the book. He writes the preface … witnesses
our introduction … pays close attention to every turn of the page …
accompanies us into every new chapter … and is still engrossed by
the epilogue and the bibliography. In other words, he is our
unfailingly close companion from cover to cover.
To our shame, we sometimes never get further than judging the
cover. Samuel (in the Bible) rightly observes that “men and women
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart”.
What a relief. God sees us as we are and still loves us. Like the
patient and long-suffering father in the story of the Prodigal Son,
God knows that there have been times when we have messed up
and pushed him to one side, but still he longs for our homecoming.
He runs to meet us when we are still a dot on the horizon. He’s
read Volume 1 and longs to start Volume 2.
Take a leaf out of God’s book – don’t judge by the outward
appearance. He is unfailingly patient as we blunder through the
pages of our story, so let’s take that same attitude with those
around us. I heard a missionary tell the story of the time he arrived
at a church carrying his motorbike helmet and showing a shaved
head and an arm-full of tattoos. He was coming to speak to a
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church gathering. He did not immediately introduce himself but
asked the person who was welcoming people at the door whether
he was in the right place for the event. “Yes, there is something on
this evening,” she replied, looking at him suspiciously, “but I don’t
think it’s for people like you.” Ouch! In the Bible, we are (thankfully)
forbidden from judging others. Leave it to God. He sees the cover
and knows every word of the book. Meanwhile, let’s have the
patience and the grace not to judge a book by its cover. Happy
reading!

Richard Ormston
Archdeacon of Northampton

From the parishes
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St John the Baptist Church, Abthorpe :
News
In some ways these past weeks have gone
by so quickly and in other ways we seem
to have been in our protective bubbles for
ages. Venturing out into our ‘new world’ is
quite scary so stay safe everyone.
The community spirit in Abthorpe still
shines and people have been up to all sorts. A Sewing Bee group
has been making headbands for carers and nurses and have sent
off 600 so far. Someone else sourced flour and yeast that people
could buy when both were very difficult to get hold of and another
couple who usually sell plants at car boot sales have been raising
money for the Old School by selling plants. This has been brilliant
for everyone not able to get to garden centres. The New Inn is
continuing its takeaway service and is constantly adding to its
menu as well as selling fresh fish packages now.
The church would have been involved with a planned VE75 day
celebrations, but of course these could not go ahead. However, the
village looked wonderful on that weekend with lots of bunting
around and everyone enjoyed celebration afternoon teas in
gardens or self-distancing in front of their houses. The pub made
up 300 packed teas which I am told were delicious! Depending on
the situation, we may be able to do something for VJ75 day.
We should be in the final stages of planning for our Open Gardens
now to raise funds for the church. Of course we have had to
postpone this, but a request for photos of gardens around the
village for Abtalk, our village news magazine, gave us a photo ‘visit’
to some of the beautiful gardens around. We have a possible plan
on doing something in September – depending on the situation
then.
Richard Tomalin continues to be ‘live’ on facebook on the last
Sunday of the month, to draw our monthly tote. Recent winners
have been Maisie and Ben Holland who won £197.50 in April and
Jill and Roger Toulson who won £207.50 in May. The figures show
an increase in member numbers for the tote so thank you to
everyone who takes part and to Richard who manages the tote so
well.
The church and churchyard have been checked weekly and both
are looking very good with no problems and the churchyard
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From the parishes

extension has been a beautiful quiet space during the spring.
Thank you Paul for the lovely Sunday services which are keeping
the benefice together so well. Stay safe everyone.
St Michael’s Church, Silverstone : News
It doesn’t seem possible two more months of
lockdown have passed since I last wrote for
Praise Be. The word LOCKDOWN has
become so familiar and so much part of our
lives. Our Sunday routines are so different –
we miss not being able to worship in church – having the human
contact- and going round to the other churches in the Benefice. We
have our Zoom Service and all the other online parts that Paul has
made possible – so that we can keep in touch with each other.
Prayer patience and care, thought for others, even more than we
normally do are so important.
On ‘Opening our Churches for Private Prayer’ - this has proved to
be quite complicated and challenging – we all hope we can resolve
this as soon as practically possible.
Normally there would be a list of ‘What’s On’, but everything is still
uncertain to make dates and plans – this will all happen in the
course of time – have faith. We can’t rush into things there is too
much at stake – the virus is like a Jack in the Box, to quote one
MOH.
This quote is hanging in our kitchen by the kettle –
Teach me O Lord to be patient and help me to use every minute in
Thy service, that of thy
Gifts nothing may be lost or wasted.
In the familiar words of LOCKDOWN - Take care and stay safe.
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St James’ the Great, Paulerspury : News
Like all Churches St James the Great building has
remained closed since the last Praise Be edition.
However, the closure of a building has not prevented
the people of Paulerspury from worshiping and
offering fellowship to each other. Many of us are
enjoying the weekly zoom services through our
computers or telephones.
We are all looking forward to the pet service on the 5th July, as this
is a village favourite.
As a church community we are making sure we reach out to those
who are shielding or isolating through phone calls, socially distant
chats from the garden, getting shopping or prescriptions.
We might not be allowed to gather close together but where there
is a will there is a way…thanks to Jo Phipps, Heather DeRitter and
their many helpers, Paulerspury and Pury End were able to
celebrate 75th VE day anniversary in style with a socially distanced
afternoon tea and community singing. It was wonderful to see so
many people outside their houses, flying bunting and having a
wonderful afternoon. Of course, the beautiful sunshine helped. This
event also raised much needed funds for the church. Thank you to
everyone who made cakes, scones, set up the PA system,
delivered the food or just joined in.
We are now looking forward to opening up the church for Individual
Private Prayer which we hope to do by the end of June.
St Botolphs Church, Slapton : News
Life in Slapton has been peaceful and
harmonious. Many people have been
working from home. Others have been
beavering away in their gardens. The
weather until recently has been too nice to
be indoors, and my garden is glorious but
the house is quite dusty and full of cobwebs. Jacki Balfe, having
reached perfection in her garden, has been, as always, lovingly
tending the garden on both sides of the church path. The cemetery
as usual is kept tidy by the very helpful sheep. Peter Newcomb has
made the most beautiful new gatepost with his distinctive carving
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on top for the entrance into the Churchyard. He did this so quietly it
took us a while to notice. Thank you Peter.
Margaret Dietrich was 90 on May 31st. She was disappointed her
party could not go ahead but her family sent beautiful flowers and
locals brought her cards and presents. Two of the presents were
edible, and unfortunately got gobbled up by obviously half starved
husbands. Substitutes had to be found (presents not husbands).
Wrap things up promptly if you have husbands or teenagers
prowling around, like the hosts of Midian, in the kitchen.
There has been lively online discussion about arrangements for the
reopening of the church. This is most welcome and long awaited.
We continue to tune into zoom church which is excellent - thank
you Paul, and also Clare and Lesley- but we long to get back into
St. Botolph's.
St Mary’s Church, Whittlebury : News
Rather like the rest of the Benefice, not a
great deal has actually been possible.
The Rector and Peter Nicholson met at the
Church the other day to look through the Risk
Assessment that has to be completed before any activities happen
in the Church Building. We aired the building, checked electrics,
the water system [well, Peter did all this]. There are many spiders
and their cobwebs in the building. To be honest, it wasn't too bad.
The difficulty is the number of people that can safely be in church
when following the procedures for Social Distancing, and this is
important to keep everyone safe! We worked out the church can
now really only hold about 8 individuals or 8 couples [16 people]
and be able to maintain the 2 meter distancing that is still the safest
distance recommended.
Well, we are still planning to allow a wedding at the end of July in
Church, Charlotte has been very keen to have her wedding as
soon as it was made possible again. So pray for her and Christian
on the 25th July.
Work has continued looking at the Church Roof, where some major
works will have to be carried out soon. There is a little work needed
on the water system in the Church as well. Pray for St Mary’s.

Opening up for worship - Gradually
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The first services through July and the beginning of August will be
held in one of the Churches, and people may attend but will
continue in the pattern of the Pandemic, a service of the Word.
There will not be a Sunday Service in a building unless it has been
unused for 72 hours.
12/7/2020 10:00

In Church and on Zoom from in Abthorpe

19/7/2020 10:00

In Church and on Zoom from in Whittlebury

26/7/2020 10:00

In Church and on Zoom from in Whittlebury

This will transfer to Paulerspury if there is an Internet connection.
2/8/2020 10:00

In Church and on Zoom from in Silverstone

9/8/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Silverstone

This will transfer to Slapton if there is an Internet connection.
16/8/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Whittlebury [Patronal Service]

23/8/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Silverstone

This will transfer to Paulerspury if there is an Internet connection.
30/8/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Abthorpe

6/9/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Silverstone

Revd Paul on holiday
13/9/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Whittlebury

This will transfer to Paulerspury if there is an Internet connection.
20/9/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Abthorpe

Revd Paul returns from holiday
27/9/2020 10:00

Holy Eucharist streamed to Zoom from
Whittlebury – This may be the Harvest
Service for the Benefice this year!
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This is the current plan that I have proposed.
By following this, we are going to maintain some of the Benefits
that people have been enjoying with bringing the Benefice together
for worship but with the added benefit of having services in our
Churches across the Benefice.
All access into our church buildings will be with necessary hygiene
requirements, taking regard to Track & Trace and Social Distancing
& therefore limitations on numbers into Church buildings.
We may require people to book in for a place in the building.
We will give preference to those from the village/parish where
that Sunday’s service is being held.
I think that we should try to ensure that we prioritise space in
Church for those who do not have access to Zoom.
I have proposed that there is a Benefice Harvest Celebration here,
unless there are further changes to guidance on safe worship.
This is a plan to enable us to worship, to support one another and
to be generous with one another.
There are currently some added challenges to this. Not all
churches have access to the Internet either fixed line or via a
mobile phone signal. This is a challenge as the services being
offered are to be both for a small gathered congregation as well as
to be livestreamed using Zoom.
All our churches have been set the challenge of having internet
access installed, but the problem is most pressing for Slapton and
Paulerspury as I cannot get a signal that is either strong or stable
in these two churches to livestream.
Our buildings could hold decent numbers, but with social
distancing, far far fewer.
Whittlebury can now hold 8 individuals or couples. We could get a
few more in if ‘bubbles’ come to services..
Abthorpe looked to be about 10 individuals or couples.
Slapton, far fewer.
Therefore, is the need to book in for a Sunday and why we need to
livestream our services, which on Zoom have had about 50 plus
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people joining in to worship.
How are we going to do this?
Probably by contact me in the first instance. But we will work on
this and let you know if this changes. After all, who wants to have to
contact the Rector?
So, the plan for now:
On 5th July, we will have our Zoom Pet Service.
On 12th July we will have our Zoom service, but this will be held live
from St John the Baptist Church, Abthorpe.
And so on.
Be aware though, if you come to the church and it is full, you WILL
be turned away. We don’t want to have to do this, but we also have
to keep safe.

17

Towcester foodbank

As I write we are hopefully about to start coming out of lockdown,
and despite the relentless news from the radio there are positive
signs of hope. We are so lucky to be isolated in our glorious
countryside with all the emerging signs of summer; even in the
middle of Towcester you are never far from fresh air and green
space. Trees and shrubs are bursting into leaf; flowers are coming
out in our gardens, parks and hedgerows; birds are busy singing
away. Nature is definitely continuing on its cycle, as is the
Foodbank.
Like everyone we have had to adapt. We are no longer at St
Johns, and instead of seeing our clients in person, are operating a
contactless service. Our voucher is now a numerical code, and our
bags are delivered to anyone who is struggling financially or having
problems affording food. We will keep supporting people for as
long as they need us. If you need a voucher ring the Foodbank
on 07724 832043 (Mon – Fri 10 – 12noon), or SNC Money Advice
on 01327 322107. If you are self-isolating or ill and need food
because you cannot get out to shop; call 0300 126 1000 and select
Option 5 (Mon – Fri 8am – 6pm).
The Foodbank is still open thanks to our wonderful team of
volunteers, old and new; and the generous support of local
supermarkets and residents who continue to put food into our
collection boxes. As various activities have been shut down they
have contacted us and we have been given biscuits from
Northampton University, chicken eggs from Jacks Café and
chocolate eggs from the National Trust and Red Cross. Several
postmen and women have started collecting food donations for us
on their rounds, and despite churches being closed parishes have
continued amassing donations for us and bringing them in. One
kind gentleman decided that our guests’ need is greater than his
and is donating his furlough money to us. We are blessed to be
living in such a supportive community.
They are only small words, but convey a huge strength of feeling,
Thank You All.
Towcester Foodbank - free at the point of need for as long as the
need is there.
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Help fight coronavirus in western Kenya
by buying greetings cards!
All proceeds will be given to Dreamland Mission Hospital in Kimilili.
The cards are 12x9cm when folded. Most have the picture
continued on the back.
They cost 75p each or 4 for £2.
They are designed by my cousin, Catherine Brighty.

Flower Cards

Age Cards

Contact Margaret Holland on
07866 064220 for any questions
and to arrange sales.
Thankyou.
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Bible Readings for Sunday Service: July, August and September 2020
25th July
The Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 24.34-38,42-49, 58-67 : Psalm 45.10-17
Romans 7.15-25a : Matthew 11.16-19,25-30
Green
12th July
The Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 25.19-34 : Psalm 119.105-112
Romans 8.1-11 : Matthew 13.1-9,18-23
Green
19th July
The Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 28.10-19a : Psalm 139.1-11,23,24*
Romans 8.12-25 : Matthew 13.24-30,36-43
Green
26th July
St James’ the Great
Jeremiah 45.1-5 : Psalm 126
Acts 11.27 – 12.2 : Matthew 20.20-28
RED
2nd August
The Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 32.22-31 : Psalm 17.1-7,16*
Romans 9.1-5 : Matthew 14.13-21
Green
9th August
The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 37.1-4,12-28 : Psalm 105.1-6,16-22,45b*
Romans 10.5-15 : Matthew 14.22-33
Green
16th August
The Blessed Virgin Mary
Isaiah 61.10,11 or Revelation 11.19 - 12.6,10 : Psalm 45.10-17
Galatians 4.4-7 : Luke 1.46-55
White
23rd August
The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 1.8 - 2.10 : Psalm 124
Romans 12.1-8 : Matthew 16.13-20
Green
30th August
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 3.1-15 : Psalm 105.1-6,23-26,45b*
Romans 12.9-21 : Matthew 16.21-28
Green
6th September
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 12.1-14 : Psalm 149
Romans 13.8-14 : Matthew 18.15-20
Green
13th September
The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 14.19-31 : Psalm 114 or Canticle: Exodus 15.1b-11, 20,21
Romans 14.1-12 : Matthew 18.21-35
Green
20th September
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 16.2-15 : Psalm 105.1-6,37-45*
Philippians 1.21-30 : Matthew 20.1-16
Green
27th September
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Deuteronomy 8. 7-18 or 28. 1-14 : Psalm 65
2 Corinthians 9. 6-end : Luke 12. 16-30 or 17. 11-19
Green
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MINISTERS AND SAFEGUARDING
Our Rector
The Revd Paul McLeod
St. Michael’s Vicarage: 24a High Street
Silverstone: Towcester. NN12 8US
Tel:
01327 858101
Mobile: 07780 834099
email:
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com
Our Reader
Clare Ray
email:

clareray18@gmail.com

Another very important contact is Our Benefice Safeguarding Officer
Lesley Dale.
Tel:
Mobile:
email:

01327 811531
07741460633.

dalel@denbigh.net

As Lesley is a teacher she can’t have her mobile with her in
lessons but if you need to speak with her, please leave a message and
Lesley will get back to you.

The Diocesan Safeguarding Contacts are:
Bev Huff:
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser
The Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB
Tel:
01733 887040 (direct line)
OR:
01733 887027
(Sharon Welbourne, Safeguarding Assistant)
email:
bev.huff@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
Samantha Jackson: Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser
The Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB
Tel:
01733 887041 (direct line)
OR:
01733 887027
(Sharon Welbourne, Safeguarding Assistant)
email:
samantha.jackson@peterborough-diocese.org.uk

