
   

 

THE PARISHES OF  
SILVERSTONE, ABTHORPE, SLAPTON 

WHITTLEBURY & PAULERSPURY 

Our vision in the Whittlewood 
parishes is to know God better, 
love others and reach out with 

the good news of Jesus 

March/April 2021 Issue 23 

The bi-monthly magazine for The Whittlewood Benefice. 

Praise Be! 

Our Churches in 
the snow 

Maybe we 
could make up 

Christmas 
Cards for 

2021? 



 2 

 

From the Rector 

In the last edition of this publication we were getting ready for our 
services for January and February, with a list published of where 
each service would be.  

Then there was the announcement of another 
Lockdown in England.  

Although public acts of worship in a place of 
worship [sorry, this is the sort of terminology being 
used through this time] were permitted, it was very 
clear that there was a very present danger to us 
all, and thereby to the NHS caused by the high 

transmission rates of Covid-19 and the new variants on the original 
virus. Therefore, although extremely reluctantly, all PCC’s took the 
decision that we in The Whittlewood Benefice would stop offering 
public worship in our Church Buildings and would return to the 
offering of worship on Zoom and recordings of this on our YouTube 
Channel. We had to ask our Diocesan Bishop for his permission to 
go down this pathway, passing a resolution in each PCC. Bishop 
Donald very graciously granted his permission and so it is that 
Public Worship on Sunday’s was suspended until the beginning of 
March, at which point we are to review this situation. We may ask 
for an extension to this permission or, if the situation permits and it 
is considered safe to do, we may recommence public worship in 
Church Buildings and also on Zoom.  

If you want to read more about our offering of worship just now, 
what has been involved in offering public worship in churches with 
all of the restrictions during the pandemic, please read the article 
later [Pag6 ff] in this edition of ‘Praise Be!’. 

In the period of time covered by this edition we will be marking the 
most important of times in the Churches calendar, with Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter.  

I do hope that everyone will, as the Ash Wednesday service puts it, 
be able to engage with ‘the observance of a holy Lent, by self-
examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God’s holy word.’ 

We are offering the opportunity for meditation on God’s holy word 
through our continuing Bible Reflection sessions on Wednesday’s 
at midday and also, through Lent, our Lent Course which this year 
is looking at The Letter to the Hebrews, making use of our Bishop’s 
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From the Rector 

Video Resource and the Study Notes from the Diocese. Both of 
these take place online using Zoom.  

 Wednesday Sessions can be accessed on Zoom with this 
Meeting I/D 825 3654 7699 and this Passcode 834545. These 
are at Midday. 

 Thursday Sessions can be accessed on Zoom with this 
Meeting I/D 880 1644 0872 and this Passcode 834545. These 
are at 7:30 p.m. 

Although already started, anyone is welcome to join us.  

In February, we had an All Age Worship All Age Worship All Age Worship service. This 
was really good and offered an opportunity for less 
formal worship, teaching, singing, prayers and praise that 
could be engaged by people of any age. On Mothering 
Sunday we are going to offer another All Age Worship 
service. Please do join us for this.  

 How much variety do you think we need in the Worship 
Offering of the Benefice?  

 How can this be offered if it is desired?  

 Do you really think that our other worship excludes people, of 
any age in particular?  

Whereas I love the sense of variety and to see the talents of all 
sorts of people being developed in God’s service in our midst, 
indeed I would like and hope to see much more of this, it is a sign 
of a healthy church, a church seeking the inspiration of and 
blessing from God in the person of the Holy Spirit, I also wonder 
what the desire for such services says about our core worship, The 
Holy Eucharist, the worship that Jesus actually set in place for us? 

I suspect that I am just getting too long in the tooth and old 
fashioned, come on retirement [still over 15 years away!]. However, 
what do we need to learn about the offering of worship in the 
Church and how can we implement any change if it is the lesson 
learned? 

I say this in the knowledge that there is still a 
desire for the traditional worship, indeed, in parts 
of our Benefice, the service based on the 1662 
Book of Common Prayer are still asked for.  
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A part of the wonder of life in the Rural 
Setting such as ours is that we, the 
Church, are asked to be all sorts of 
different things, to offer all sorts of 
differing styles and experiences, it is a 
wonder and a joy. It can also be a 
continuing strain and pressure, not least 

upon an old fashioned Priest such as me.  

Along with the changes we have faced this past year, I 
do ask everyone to be thinking about what it is to be 
Church in 2021 and onwards! What is important for us 
as we look ahead?  

In response to the pandemic, to the experience of this 
past year, many questions are being asked in all levels of the 
Church of England and indeed many other Churches as well as in 
other faiths as to what we are going to be looking like in the years 
to come. I believe we all of a part to play in this conversation and 

we all need to be seriously thinking about these 
questions.  

However, more than thinking, we all need to be 
praying and ensuring, as we discovered from Bishop 
Donald’s reflections on The Letter to The Hebrews, 
we review everything with the mind of, is this pointing 
us to Jesus? 

From the Rector 

Church Photographs 
At the back of each edition of ‘Praise Be!’ we have news from the 
parishes. We usually have a photograph of each church building 
too. We have been using the same photograph for a while. But 
we could change these.  
Would you like to take a photograph of your church, or a 
neighbours church and submit it for use in this publication? 
Please make sure the picture makes it clear which church is in 
the image.  
To do this, either use digital and email to me, Revd Paul, or send 
a printed picture to me, I can scan these and then use the image.  
Time to be creative! 

Paul   
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Make a difference  

Monday 8
th
 March is the day that the Church 

remembers Edward King, former Bishop of 
Lincoln, who died in 1910. On my bookshelf I 
have a copy of The Spiritual Letters of Edward 
King and towards the end of the book is a letter 
headed ‘To a Working Man’. King says “The 
world goes ahead wonderfully – railways, 
telegraph, telephone, steamships and now 
aviation; we must hold fast by the faith…” 112 
years on, we might write “The world goes ahead wonderfully – 
Eurostar, emails, Zoom, solar-paneled shipping, space 
exploration...” We could also add “…and the development of 
multiple Covid vaccines within a year”. 
  

We live in a wonderful and terrifying world. King could not have 
foreseen that the wonders of railways, steamships and aviation 
would play their part in causing a planet-wide climate emergency. 
You may have watched David Attenborough’s Perfect Planet. 
Some of his observations are heartbreaking, but what can we do? 
Well, asking “what can we do?” is a great start.  
  

At Diocesan Synod on 20
th
 March, one of the items to be discussed 

is how we will respond to General Synod’s massively challenging 
target of being carbon net zero by 2030. It all seems so big, doesn’t 
it? When I was a curate, Stuart Blanch – the former Archbishop of 
York – took part in our training. To those of us in large parishes he 
said: “Just because you can’t visit everyone doesn’t mean that you 
can’t visit anyone”. True. The same goes for saving God’s beautiful 
creation. Just because we can’t solve the whole worldwide problem 
doesn’t mean that we can’t do anything.  
  

Remember those words from Bishop King: “we must hold fast by 
the faith”. In these amazing, scary, rapid and challenging days, we 
travel in the knowledge that our Creator and Redeemer has always 
walked with us and will always walk with us. Let’s pray that, 
through this worldwide pandemic and climate emergency, God will 
give us the courage and the will to start where we are and make a 
difference.  

 
 Richard Ormston 
 Archdeacon of Northampton  
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What have we introduced for Zoom worship when in Church and 
why? 

We have been using Zoom as a method of ensuring that as many 
people in our Benefice as possible are able to share in offering God 
the worship and veneration that God deserves. 

In worshipping God we are also fed and nurtured as people with a 
Spiritual Dimension.  

By this I mean that we come ever closer in our relationship with 
God.  

We come to know more through the reading and hearing of Holy 
Scripture.  

We come to know more through the offering of ourselves, that is 
our time, mental capacity and often, our physicality to God.  

We come to know more through our sense of knowing that, in 
God’s presence, wherever that may be, we are made more the 
person we are created to be. Our emotions are affected, our 
thinking is affected and our physical person is affected.  

In all of our worshipping as a church, the gathered people of God, 
we are seeking to build up our ‘Communion’, our sharing with one 
another together within the family of God, or the Household of 
Faith, or the living presence of Christ in the world today. Many 
terms may be used and each has value as well as limitations.  

The ultimate and most wonderful act of worship in the Church is 
that of the Holy Eucharist, the Holy Communion, the Mass or the 
Lord’s Supper, so many names and titles for this same thing in 
which we follow Christ’s instructions to break bread and share the 
cup in memory of Him. However, there is always great value and 
meaningful worship offered when willing people gather and listen to 
the Word, reflect on its meaning in life today and respond by 
praising God and praying with God.  

Over the times of lockdown, whether forced to by HM Government 
or because of our decision as churches in order to stay safe, we 
have gone on-line and made use of the internet to continue offering 
worship to God every week. We have not missed a Sunday in this 
Benefice offering praise to God as well as being fed on a diet of 
Word and Prayer.  

Zoom worship in Church 
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Well, when we have been in church, between lockdown periods, 
we were offering for everyone the chance to worship within the 
context of The Holy Eucharist [my preferred term for this service as 
it means the Special Thanksgiving]. However, this has been for 
people to share in ‘online’ as well as in person, all of which has 
meant that adaptations have been necessary to allow us to use 
technology alongside the wonder of physical presence in Church.  

In order to share the service with those online as well as to 
alleviate the need to use books or leaflets in Church, the service is 
shown making use of PowerPoint, a presentation tool on the 
computer. This means that a Service Script is created, with the 
words of the service, the words of the Hymns/Songs, the Bible 
Readings and the responses to the Intercessions or indeed the full 
prayers. This is shared with viewers online; on our Zoom Service 
using something called, ‘Screen Share’, and is shown in Church 
onto a Screen via a projector and the necessary cables in Church.  

In order to allow those online to see and hear what is happening, 
we are also making use of a camera and a microphone.  

We have discovered that the best way to run all of this technology 
in a Church is with two Computers.  

One person will monitor and run the Zoom Meeting side of the 
service, which includes ensuring the correct microphone/speaker 
will be heard at the right time, and ensuring that external speakers 
[i.e. those reading prayers or the Bible Readings from home] will 
also be heard in the Church either via the church Public Address 
System or with a speaker that we have brought to the Church.   

Another person will, on a separate computer, run the PowerPoint 
Presentation that is seen in Church and on Zoom.  

For those in Church, clearly there is something different to look at, 
the service has been simplified and, in order to ensure all can be 
seen online as well as in Church, we use a simple table and the 
focus is on one place for the whole service. There is a screen to 
look at for all the words of the service. There is the camera, the 
microphone and there are computers all of which require cabling. 
Over the weeks and months of doing this we have been learning 
the best ways to keep cabling both as safe as possible (to avoid 
trip hazards) and as inconspicuous.  

Zoom worship in Church 
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We have also had the WiFi, an internet connection, installed into 3 
of our Churches so far. Hopefully this will go into a 4

th
 in the near 

future and maybe the final church sometime in the not too distant 
future. In the meantime, in the churches without internet, we have 
the facility to make use of a mobile telephone signal to connect to 
the internet, sadly this is not so stable or reliable, but we are doing 
our very best to make possible the sharing of worship from all of 
our church buildings in order to share worship with as many as 
possible online.  

I know that for some people, this equipment seems to be 
unnecessary and an unpleasant imposition is that you view? 

There are positives as well though with this equipment and the 
method of hosting our worship.  

 We are able to bring in a variety of music, hymns and worship 
songs, and indeed, can use videos in our services too.  

 We are able to use a mixed source of liturgy, the words of our 
services, from various sources rather than simply one book.  

 No one has to worry about which book, which leaflet, what 
page number are we on! All is shown in a progressive manner 
on the screen, the same for everyone.  

 People who are unable, for whatever reason, to come into our 
buildings are still able to join us for worship. Indeed, some are 
able, even if only occasionally, to join us from far away.  

What do you think?  

Is all of this a positive or a negative?  

Is there value in trying to include people via Zoom, via the internet 
at their homes or is this really a step too far for the Church? 
Whatever your answer, why? 

There is a great deal involved in both the physical aspect of setting 
up equipment in each church as well as in preparing for the 
worship over the week or weeks in advance.  

At times this can be very inconvenient when trying to carrying a lot 
of equipment into the Church Buildings and not being able to park 
anywhere near. Physically we are tired out before we even start the 
service having to carry over multiple journeys the equipment 

Zoom worship in Church 
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required from car to church then setting all up to try to make a 
smooth and valuable offering of worship to God.  

It would not be worthwhile having 5 sets of the equipment, though it 
would be much easier. So we, the Worship Team, will continue to 
set up and then after worship, break down all the equipment ready 
for the following week.  

A proposal has been put forward that we only ‘livestream’ out of 
one Church Building, with worship happening in all the churches 
and a ‘service’ from that one service too. What would you think of 
this? 

The restrictions of the Pandemic will come to an end at some point, 
whether soon or in the long term, I do not know at the time of 
writing this. We may have been told more by the time that this 
edition of ‘Praise Be!’ is published and you get to read it. However, 
even when the restrictions are lifted, are we going to continue 
livestreaming? Sharing worship online with as many as we can? 

We discussed this at the last meeting of WPT [where the PCC’s of 
our Churches come together as one to look at our mission and 
ministry as a Benefice] and the feeling expressed there was that it 
would be wrong to just drop the livestreaming aspect and those 
who have been either reconnected with their church or who have 
joined for the first time. Again, what do you think? 

I hope that you have managed to read through the whole of this 
article, I know it has a lot in it and a lot of questions for you to think 
about and, maybe, to respond too.  

In my view, we have done a great job throughout the Pandemic, 
both when in lockdown as well as when allowed in Church, to keep 
on with the joy and responsibility of offering worship and praise, 
prayer and the opportunity of learning. We have learned a great 
deal, and will be able to reflect and learn more in the coming weeks 
and months. It is important, as God’s Family together, that we can 
hear from as many of you as possible in order to try to be working 
together for the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven! 

I must offer my thanks to our Worship Group, Elizabeth, Lesley and 
Clare and to everyone who has taken part in our worship 
throughout these months. We are doing tis together, thanks be to 
God. 

Zoom worship in Church 
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“Down, down, down came the raindrops, 
Up, up, up floods came too, 
But Noah was safe in the Ark of wood, 
He did what God told him to do” 
 

Does this situation ring any bells at the moment? It made me think 
of two things, one being the weather recently of course and 
secondly the Bible readings for the First Sunday of Lent. Whatever 
age you are I think this is always a lovely story with a happy ending 
not only for Noah and his family but for all mankind both then and 
now. God said he would put a rainbow in the clouds which would 
always remind him of his promise to never again cause a flood to 
cover the earth and he made a covenant with all people to fulfil this 
promise. So the rainbow is to us a sign of hope and belief that all 
will be well as God is ever present with us protecting, caring and 
loving us all. 

Thinking of a rainbow reminded me of the one I had in my window 
for such a long time last year drawn for me by my lovely young 
neighbours and of seeing so many in homes around the village 
bringing pleasure to us all and reminding us to say thank you to our 
wonderful NHS. It made me think why did we all choose a rainbow, 
is it just because it is something we all love to see in the sky, does 
it give us a happy feeling, is it the crock of gold we may be lucky 
enough to find at the rainbow’s end or is it a thank you and a sign 
of better things to come? I think a rainbow represents hope 
because it usually comes after rain and it reminds us that life is not 
always easy but we must not give up because everything will be 
bound to improve eventually. 

I wonder if the many people who put up rainbows in their windows 
really know the Bible story of why rainbows are so important to 
Christians and indeed to us all so perhaps we should be out there 
telling the story of Noah and God’s promise so let’s do it when we 
can!  

 

“Red and yellow and pink and green, 
Purple and orange and blue. 
I can sing a rainbow, sing a rainbow, 
Sing a rainbow too” 

Rainbows, a Sign of Hope 
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In the last edition of ‘Praise Be!’ I notified you that we are looking 
forward to being joined by a curate in the Benefice from the end of 
June this year.  

Mr George Frost will be made Deacon at the Ordination Service in 
Peterborough Cathedral on Sunday 27

th
 June 2021 in the 

afternoon.  

As an Assistant Curate, George is being placed within a Benefice, 
our Benefice, in order to complete his training after his last three 
years at Durham, St John’s College where he has been studying 
and engaging in their Residential Ordination Course.  

The primary relationship is between the Assistant Curate and the 
Training Incumbent. George will engage in a Curate Training 
Program arranged and run by the Diocese, some parts of which 
Revd Paul will also attend and participate in.  

The purpose of these curacies is that the Assistant Curate comes 
from being one who is academically trained to being someone who 
is prepared to move on to take a position of Authority and Care. 
George will probably be looking to become a Vicar/Rector/Priest in 
Charge of a Parish or Benefice himself after this final part of their 
training. Yes, Training is the important aspect.  

It is expected that the Assistant Curate will grow with experience, 
taking on aspects of a priests life, from having a daily pattern of 
prayer, a rule of life as well as being competent in the leadership of 
worship, including all of the occasional offices of the church [hatch, 
match and dispatch] but also picking up experience of the 
administrative aspects of parish life. George will be encouraged to 
be a Theological Reflector, a person who engages in continual 
learning, indeed, lifelong learning is an integral part of a priest’s 
way of life.  

In the time of the curacy it is expected that George will become fully 
competent in many aspects of ministry and so will be able to take 
the lead in worship and in projects for the place where they are 
serving. Therefore, in time, the George will help to build up aspects 
of ministry and mission in the Benefice, hopefully indeed, to help 
with Growth in the churches. However, this is an added benefit 
rather that the purpose of the placement of an Assistant Curate 
with a Training Incumbent in a Parish or Benefice.  

The role of an Assistant Curate 
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Not an extra pair of hands, not at the start for sure.  

For your information, the financial implication of Curate for the 
Parishes of our Benefice will be that we pay his reasonable 
expenses within the Benefice, that is items such as travel, 
requisites [paper etc.] and any other agreed training etc.  

In our next edition of ‘Praise Be!’ we shall have a short Biography 
from George, setting out a little of his history, his training 
experience to date as well as why he accepted the offer to ‘serve 
his title’ [this is one of the expressions used to indicate this final 
formal part of training] here in The Whittlewood Benefice. 

I have to say that I am looking forward tremendously to sharing in 
this new time in George’s life. To having an additional colleague 
alongside our Worship Group, Churchwardens and PCC’s will be 
very good as we look more and more to working as a team across 
this Benefice. 

There will no doubt be more work, there will be challenges, for me, 
for George, for us all, but the rewards of working for God’s 
Kingdom and sharing Good News, well, how exciting and 
exhilarating.   

The role of an Assistant Curate 

FUNNIES 
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The WPT, the PCC’s of our parishes 
meeting together agreed that we would 
adopt a Charity to support for the coming 
year. Our charitable giving has suffered as 
churches as our income has dropped 
dramatically. But we know that you all are so 
generous and would like to give towards a 
charity, a local charity doing good works for 
Babies facing hardship. 

So we have agreed to support BABY BASICS NORTHAMPTON. 

This wonderful charity, which was founded in Grange Park Church 
in 2013, celebrated its eighth birthday on Thursday 14

th
 Jan, and 

gave out its 1400
th
 Moses basket starter-

pack. The baskets are filled with 
essential items for vulnerable and 
disadvantaged mums and their new-
borns, and are distributed across the 
county by partner agencies, including 
the NHS, domestic abuse charities and 
foodbanks. That means that 1400 
babies have been given a safe place to 
sleep, families have been kept together and vulnerable mums have 
been given the choice to stay away from violent, dangerous 
situations.  

This past year, these vital services have been needed more than 
ever, due to the effects of the pandemic. The team started the year 
with 25 referrals and have seen on average 2-3 come in each day 
since. However, COVID has hit the charity hard. Whilst demand 
has increased, the lockdowns have meant that donation points 
have been closed, so basket contents have had to be purchased 
out of limited funds.  

We want to be here for another eight years, for another 1400 

babies, but our future is uncertain. What can you do to help? We 

are reaching out to our church friends to ask if you would join us in 

prayer for this vital work please.  

And alongside prayer, funds are needed. Which is why we are 

looking to support them this year.  

Please save, give and help out this local charity. 

ADOPTED CHARITY 
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St John the Baptist Church, Abthorpe : 
News 

This lockdown has seemed much quieter in 
the village than the first two. Some villagers 
living on The Green kept their Christmas 
Lights up until Candlemas which has 
brightened up the darkest months of the 
year. 
 
We have enjoyed the zoom services during this year and the 
variety that the worship committee have given us. Thank you all 
who work so hard on this. 
 
Our Tote member numbers have increased a little this year and our 
recent winners have been Merrick Loggin who won £267.50 in 
December and Darren and Tina Emerton who won £275 in 
January. Congratulations to them all and thank you everyone who 
supports the Tote and our easyfundraising. 
 
Take care everyone and stay safe. 
 
Barbara Malcomson 

 

St Michael’s Church, Silverstone : News 

We were all saddened to receive the news of Sara 
Hughes recent stroke. At the time of writing Sara is 
in the Holcot Ward at Northampton General 
Hospital. Sara’s family send us regular updates of 
her progress and I know many of us have sent Sara 
our love and best wishes via cards and letters. Sara 
is in our thoughts and prayers. 
 

In this time of Covid we as a church are experiencing difficulties 
with finance. We thank our supporters who make monetary 
donations and who give their time and effort freely to church 
projects. As you know the church is currently closed but we will be 
open for Services when it is safe to do so and restrictions are lifted. 
We have been unable to hold our usual fundraising events. Our 
Autumn and Lent Soup Lunches and our Saturday Coffee 

From the parishes 
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Mornings, events that had become so popular. These are social 
gatherings that we very much miss – the joy of companionship and 
of course our tasty homemade soups! and Melanie’s delicious 
homemade cakes! 
Until we are able to commence these gatherings your church needs 
your support. Please consider using the Parish Giving Scheme 
which is tax efficient. 
For further details please contact :- 
Treasurer -       Phil Reddall  01327 857938 
email  treasurer@stmichaels@gmail.com 
Or     
Gift Aid Officer -   Tony Tompkins  01327 857480 
email  tompkinsac@gmail.com 
 
Thank you. 
 

We continue to join Worship each Sunday via Zoom together with 
our friends from all the parishes within the Benefice and again 
express our thanks to Revd Paul and the Worship Team. If you are 
able, please do offer to help with readings and prayers. Please 
contact Clare Ray. 
 

When restrictions enable us we will again commence our 
churchyard working parties. We are already beginning to see 
snowdrops and crocus appearing and can look forward to daffodils, 
blossoms and cowslips together with the wilder flora and fauna. 
Our churchyard offers a haven of tranquillity in the heart of our 
village. 
 
Judith Paybody 

 
St James’ the Great, Paulerspury : News  

One of our last big events in the whole of the 
Whittlewood Benefice, was our ‘in-person’ Christmas 
Day Eucharist service that was held here in St 
James’ the Great Church, Paulerspury. It was really 
good to gather, all socially distanced, each person or 
family group had a their allocated seating position 
and a pre printed Order of Service set for each 
person in the church building. We managed to share 

the service via Zoom with the Benefice and the world and the 

From the parishes 
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service was later put onto YouTube as a recording. 
We celebrated the magnificence of the Nativity with 
Sacrament, Music (though no singing in Church) 
Prayer and Praise. The service was held here in 
Paulerspury as it is the largest building in the Benefice 
and therefore able to hold the most people safely 
under the Covid rules.  

There had been weekly services on a Wednesday Morning, a 
simple celebration of the Eucharist at 9:30 a.m. These have 
however, in lockdown and for safety, been suspended for now.  

The PCC met in February via Zoom and took the decision that, as 
there is very limited income, insufficient to meet the expenditure of 
this church and parish, that Parish Share will not, at this point, be 
paid in full, rather only 50% will be paid. There were other 
decisions, there are plans to introduce an area where 
commemorative plaques can be displayed for loved ones even if 
they are not buried in the Churchyard.  

From the Editor. 

St Botolphs Church, Slapton : News 

We are so pleased and grateful to be rapidly 
receiving the Covid inoculation. Hats off to Kate 
Bingham, the lady in charge of choosing and 
acquiring the various vaccines for the United 
Kingdom. Our oldest inhabitants received their 

first one just before Christmas. I forgot to mention in the June 
edition that one of their number, Peter Lawrence, on the occasion 
of our VE Day celebration, shared his reminiscences with us of that 
day when he was 13 years old. I am delighted to report that he is 
now back in his house in the village having tried out a care home 
for a month. He is a pivotal member of the Helmdon, Slapton and 
Wappenham Evangelical Church.  
 

We have two weddings planned at St. Botolph's so far this year, 
one in April and one in June. It will be wonderful if they can take 
place without too many restrictions. 
 

We are anticipating being told we have to spend money on the 
Nave and Chancel roof when we have our Quinquennal, so we will 

From the parishes 
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have to start thinking of fundraising events, even if we cannot book 
a definite date. 
Many thanks to the Worship Team and Paul for the zoom services. 
We do look forward however, to the day when we can once again 
have a service in Slapton as it used to be. It was sad that our 
church was shut when some in our small village lost their Mother, 
beloved Aunts, cousins and friends and we could not support them 
as a Church. 
 

Caroline Coke 
 
St Mary’s Church, Whittlebury : News 
 
Church cleaning will take place on Monday 8

th
 

March at 2pm.  It is hoped as many of our regular 
helpers will be able to come. 

 

All Covid rules will be applied, wearing of face masks, hand 
sanitisation etc. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and that it won't be long 
before we are back to our normal second Monday cleaning rota, 
finishing with our well-deserved cup of tea!! 

From the parishes 

From the Diary 
FUNERALS - We have held 
funeral service for the following 
people over the last months. 
 
 Bob Jones 
 Shirley Sparrow 
 Selina Constance Preston 
 Prudence Elizabeth Coates 
 Janet Abbott 
 Terry Cox-Rogers 
 
We pray for the repose of their souls 
and for their loved ones in this time 
of grief and loss.  
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 If you follow church management and procedure you may be 
aware that we were not able to hold our Annual Meetings last year.  

In detail there are 2 meetings that should take place in each 
Church, one elects Church Wardens and the other  receives the 
reports such as the accounts and reports of what we have been up 
to, it also elects the members of the congregation who will sit on 
the Church Council.  

The first of these meetings is open to ANYONE who lives in the 
parish (a geographical area) whether they come to church or not.  

The second is for those who are on our electoral Roll (usually 
member of the congregation or who have some relationship with 
the church).  

Legally we cannot directly exclude anyone who has a legitimate 
right to attend, so although we could hold the meetings online over 
zoom that would exclude those who do not have online access.  

Again, for the first meeting anyone living in the parish [roughly the 
villages, Abthorpe, Paulerspury & Pury End, Silverstone, Slapton 
and Whittlebury] has a right to attend! In this meeting the 
Churchwardens for the following year are elected having been 
properly Nominated and Seconded BEFORE the meeting starts.  

The second meeting is restricted to those on the electoral roll of the 
same parish. Whilst we know that only a small number actually do 
come, that does not mean we could ignore the legalities. It is 
possible for anyone in this meeting to ask questions about the way 
the church is working, its mission etc.  

This year it may be that we can meet in person to hold these 
meetings, we have until the end of May after all.  

I would really like to make sure we have as many as possible 
registered on our Electoral Role. If you are not yet registered 
please do contact me, or your Parishes Electoral Roll Officer, for a 
form and we can get you added.  

It really helps us to understand our congregations and keep in 
touch. We are going to need ‘all hands on deck’ in the coming 
months and being able to elect our church council and indeed 
volunteer to be a member of our councils is going to help a great 
deal.  

Annual Meetings 
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7
th

 March   The Third Sunday of Lent -   Silverstone 
 Exodus 20.1-17 : Psalm 19* 
 1 Corinthians 1.18-25 : John 2.13-22      Purple 
14

th
 March   Mothering Sunday -    Slapton 

 Exodus 2.1-10 or 1 Samuel 1.20-28 : Psalm 34.11-20 or Psalm 127.1-4 
 2 Corinthians 1.3-7 or Colossians 3.12-17 
 Luke 2.33-35 or John 19.25-27       Purple 
21

st
 March   The Fifth Sunday of Lent -   Whittlebury 

 Jeremiah 31.31-34 : Psalm 51.1-13 or Psalm 119.9-16 
 Hebrews 5.5-10 : John 12.20-33      Purple 
28

th
 March   Palm Sunday -     Abthorpe 

Liturgy of the Palms: Mark 11.1-11 or John 12.12-16 : Psalm 118.1-2,19-24* 
Liturgy of the Passion: Isaiah 50.4-9a : Psalm 31.9-16* : Philippians 2.5-11 
 Mark 14.1 – end of 15 or Mark 15.1-39[40-end]    Red 
4

th
 April   Easter Day -     Paulerspury 

 Acts 10.34-43 or Isaiah 25.6-9 : Psalm 118.1-2,14-24* 
 1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or Acts 10.34-43 
 John 20.1-18 or Mark 16.1-8      White or Gold 
11

th
 April   The  Second Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 4.32-35 : Psalm 133 
 1 John 1.1 – 2.2 : John 20.19-31     White 
18

th
 April   The Third Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 3.12-19 : Psalm 4 
 1 John 3.1-7 : Luke 24.36b-48       White 
25

th
 April   The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 4.5-12 : Psalm 23 
 1 John 3.16-24 : John 10.11-18      White 
2

nd
 May   The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 8.26-40 : Psalm 22.25-31 
 1 John 4.7-21 : John 15.1-8      White 
9

th
 May   The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 10.44-48 : Psalm 98 
 1 John 5.1-6 : John 15.9-17       White 
13

th
 May [Thursday] Ascension 

 Acts 1.1-11 or Daniel 7.9-14 : Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 
 Ephesians 1.15-23 or Acts 1.1-11 : Luke 24.44-53   White or Gold 
16

th
 May   The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 Acts 1.15-17,21-26 : Psalm 1 
 1 John 5.9-13 : John 17.6-19       White 
23

rd
 May   Pentecost 

 Acts 2.1-21 or Ezekiel 37.1-14 : Psalm 104.26-36,37b* 
 Romans 8.22-27 or Acts 2.1-21 : John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15  RED 
30

th
 May   Trinity Sunday 

 Isaiah 6.1-8 : Psalm 29 
 Romans 8.12-17 : John 3.1-17      White or Gold 
6

th
 June   The First Sunday after Trinity 

 Genesis 3.8-15 : Psalm 130 
 2 Corinthians 4.13 – 5.1 : Mark 3.20-35     Green 

Bible Readings for Sunday Service: March, April & May 2021 
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MINISTERS AND SAFEGUARDING 

Our Rector 
The Revd Paul M

c
Leod 

St. Michael’s Vicarage: 24a High Street 
Silverstone: Towcester. NN12 8US 

  Tel:  01327 858101 

  Mobile: 07780 834099 

  email: revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com 

Our Reader 

Clare Ray  

  email: clareray18@gmail.com 

Another very important contact is - 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer/Reader in training  

Lesley Dale.  

  Tel:  01327 811531  

  Mobile: 07741460633.  

  email: dalel@denbigh.net 
 

As Lesley is a teacher she can’t have her mobile with her in 
lessons but if you need to speak with her, please leave a 
message and Lesley will get back to you.  

The Diocesan Safeguarding Contacts are:  
Bev Huff:  Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 
The Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB 
  Tel:  01733 887040 (direct line) 
  OR:  01733 887027  
   (Sharon Welbourne, Safeguarding Assistant) 
  email: bev.huff@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

Samantha Jackson: Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 

The Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB 

  Tel:  01733 887041 (direct line) 

  OR:  01733 887027  

   (Sharon Welbourne, Safeguarding Assistant) 

  email:  

   samantha.jackson@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

dial://01733887040/
dial://01733887027/
mailto:bev.huff@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
dial://01733887041/
dial://01733887027/
mailto:samantha.jackson@peterborough-diocese.org.uk

