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From the Rector 

It is that dark time of the year again, winter is 
coming in, the trees are loosing their leaves, 
the nights are darkening and the clocks have 
change back to Greenwich Meantime, leaving 
the summer behind.  

So we are in the time to reflect, to look 
backwards in time a little to think about what 
we have done well, and perhaps what has not 
gone so well.  

REFLECTIONS:
 At the end of 
September, after I 

had returned from my holiday, I was 
privileged to go for a weeks Conference 
entitled, Celebrating Wisdom. The primary 
purpose of this time was to give clergy in 
the ‘middle’ of their lives of ministering in the Church [those over 50 
with over 15 years of service and at least 10 years still to go!] the 
time to reflect on the wisdom they had acquired over these years 
and how this wisdom can direct our lives and ministries for the 
years ahead. I tell you this as a means of inviting you all, who 
share in the ministry of God in these parishes, to reflect for 
yourselves on what is good and wise, at the same time being ready 
to make the hard decisions as to what we might need to let go of.  

MARRIAGE REGISTRATION:
 Thinking of changes, in the last 
edition of ‘Praise Be!’ I had an article 
about the coming changes in Marriage 

Registration. Well, the government has had one or two more 
pressing issues and so these changes have not been agreed, the 
training has not been offered and so we do not have a date on 
which the changes will begin. For the time being everything will be 
staying the same and we keep the Marriage Registers and issue 
Wedding Certificates.  

SUNDAY SERVICE PATTERN:  I am also still 
asking for reflections and your views on possible 
future change to the Service Schedules, the 
Sunday Worship we offer. There is an update on 
this later in this edition of ‘Praise Be!’. Please do 
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read this, think about the proposals, not merely from your own 
individual point of view (though this is important and I respect that 
change is uncomfortable) but from a missional point of view. That 
is, how can we make the worship of God, the gathering of Church, 
the Thanksgiving we offer to God, available for us and for others. I 
think we need especially to think about how we might be inviting 
families and young people into church, and this is a part of the 
inspiration behind the thinking for the new pattern of Sunday 
Worship that is being suggested for discussion at this time.  

CHRISTMAS 2019: Yes, we have the celebrations of Christmas 
ahead of us. I do hope that you will all be able to find some time 
during the festive season to join in at your local church or chapel to 
worship God. We are joining in with the Follow the Star campaign 
on the Church of England to advertise and increase awareness that 
Jesus is the reason for the season! I hope that those who visit 
Silverstone Village will enjoy our Nativity Scene and the 
Fluorescent Star on the Eastern Gable of the Church.  

We are going to have Beer & Carols again in 3 of our villages, there 
will be Carol Singing in some of the villages as well as Carol 
Services in all of our Churches. There will be a Children’s 
Christingle Event in Silverstone on 7

th
 December [a Saturday 

afternoon] which is for children from ANYWHERE in the Benefice. 

And of Course, we celebrate the joy of the birth of Jesus Christ on 
Christmas Day itself across the Churches in our 5 villages.  
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There is a time in the year when everyone seems to start thinking 
about people who have lived, and died, before us, either recently or 
in years long gone.  
In our society we have the strange affair of Halloween. Yes, it is 
now all associated with American concepts of Trick or Treat, an 
excuse for children to go around our villages, knocking on doors 
and getting sweets. It is something that for many Christians is 
uncomfortable, for it has become associated even more with 
images and concepts of Occult, of evil notions, horror movies and 
things that go bump in the night.  
I think that it if we look at the origins of this annual occasion, we 
begin to see that it is more to do with folk religion, with pre Christian 
Traditions, that people of faith assimilated into Christian life and the 
annual cycle of commemorations, thereby blessing it.  
The name, Halloween, actually is a derivation of All Hallows Eve, or 
the Night before All Saints Day [which is the 1

st
 November]. All 

Hallows being Old English for All Saints. Hallows coming from 
Hallowed, as we have in the Lord’s Prayer!  
If there are children around in Silverstone Village on Halloween, 
you will see that the Vicarage is lit up, there will be a Lantern 
indicating that you can visit us, and we will be hoping more for treat 
that trick! 
Of course, we then turn to All Saints. This is traditionally on the 1

st
 

November however, it is common practice for Churches to observe 
this celebration on the Sunday nearest to this and so we will be 
celebrating All Saints Sunday on 3

rd
 November. All Saints is a 

celebration in which we recall that we are all called on to live as 
Saints. Through the year we have plenty of opportunities to 
celebrate the witness and lives of individual saints, those through 
whom God has worked to build up the Church, the people of faith. 
All Saints gives us the chance to celebrate the innumerable host of 
other saints who, through lives lived faithfully in communities 
across the world through the years that there have been since 
Christ, have kept this faith living and lively, meaningful and holy. 
Details of our services on this day are highlighted elsewhere in this 
publication.  
All Saints is the 1

st
 November, All Souls is the 2

nd
 November. This 

is a day of commemoration; indeed it is given an alternative title, 
The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. Whereas All Saints 
Day we think of the many faithful people who have lived and 

TIME TO REFLECT 
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witnessed to Jesus Christ throughout history, All Souls gives us 
opportunity to recall those who have been a part of us, of our lives. 
Those whose life has been lived during our time of living, who have 
now died and, as we have hope in Jesus Christ, have been reborn 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. As we knew these people, the 
memory is ours and is more real, has more poignancy. These 
people were real to us and, we miss them, though we also 
celebrate both their lives and their eternal salvation.  
One other major occasion when many in our communities, in 
Church and beyond, come together to remember those who have 
died is Remembrance [some call Armistice]. The actual day is, of 
course, 11

th
 November at 11 a.m.. I hope that on this day [Monday 

this year] that people may be able to stop for a moment or two at 
11 a.m. and to pay respect to those who have fallen in war and 
conflict as they serve their nations. Of course, this is the 
importance of this day, to remember that there have been 
thousands upon thousands of people who, in service of this and 
many other nations, made the ultimate sacrifice and were killed. 
The Cost of War is young women and men, although of course 
older people are killed in war too. This year, Remembrance is 
observed on Remembrance Sunday which is the 10

th
 November. 

Again, these services across the Benefice are indicated elsewhere 
in this Magazine.  
So, as we come into these darker days of the year, and are offered 
time to reflect on the year as it goes by, we can also reflect on the 
people who have lived and made the most of their lives. On the 
faithful and normal people who have ensured that the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ has been passed down through the generations to us. 
We can reflect on the value of life, the value of our society and the 
freedoms that are ours as we look to Remembrance and those who 
gave their lives that we can live ours now. We should reflect on the 
people who have made our lives possible, who have influenced us 
and whose influence and love continues to make us who we are 
today.  
Reflection is one thing, but we also need to learn and to grow as 
people. To grow in wisdom and in our relationship with God. All so 
that we can see our place in history as those who are creating and 
blessing life now so that the Knowledge of God and the Love of 
God is a reality in people’s lives today and will be tomorrow, 
whether we are here or not.  
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Is it working? 
Two interesting challenges have raised their 
heads recently on the subject of work. John 
McDonnell, the Shadow Chancellor, has said 
that, if elected, Labour would introduce a four-
day, 32 hour working week. “We should work 
to live, not live to work,” he told the Labour 
Party Conference. On the same lines, but less 
radically, there were calls for the clergy six-
day working week to be reduced by the 
introduction of a second day off once a 
month: three weeks of six days, and one of five days.  

Both these challenges raise important questions about how we see 
work – indeed, how we understand life itself, and our purpose and 
meaning here on earth. I am responding to the second of them in 
one of my occasional letters to our clergy and lay ministers (Letter 
to Clergy 27 on our Diocesan website). 

To John McDonnell and his aspiration to reduce further the working 
week, I would say this: I fully understand, and readily accept, that 
some workplaces and working conditions can be brutalising, 
exploitative or dehumanising. The Christian struggle for good 
factory acts and the banning of child chimney sweeps is never 
done. In our day, various forms of exploitative labour practices and 
modern slavery are still present and shame our ‘civilised’ society. 

On the other hand, work can and should be noble, good, creative, 
relational, healthy and enriching. The story of creation in Genesis 
makes clear that God works; and that we, in his image, were 
created for work (and for rest). When John McDonnell says “We 
should work to live, not live to work”, I want to tell him that work is 
part of life, and should be a good part of it. Work and life are not 
contrasts or opposites. Working is part of being in the image of 
God. 

Yes, let’s make the workplace as good as we can. I heard recently 
from someone who works in a call centre that she is told not to rush 
callers, but to chat and engage well with them, and that her 
success is not about a quota of sales, but of resolving her callers’ 
problems and leaving them happier than when they called. She 
finds that work fulfilling. That sounds to me like a good workplace – 
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a positive part of life. 

Let’s seek to do our work – and to enable others to do their work – 
to the glory of God. 

With best wishes   

 

+Donald 
Bishop of Peterborough 

Do you get an Advent 
Calendar, I know many 
people like these, especially if 
they have chocolate in them.  
You can get Advent 
Calendars that tell the 
Christian Message. 
In Church, we take the time 
over Four Weeks to observe 
this season. It marks the start 
of the Churches Year and gives us the opportunity to take time. 
Yes, everything else seems to be moving on at a rapid pace 
towards the Festivities, the Christmas celebration, but in the 
Church we mark this journey carefully in 4 Sundays of preparation.  
A little later in this Magazine you will find information about 
Posada. This is a way of preparing for Christmas.  
In our services we light our Advent Candles, gradually building the 
light in our Church Buildings, as we seek to allow the light of Christ 
to grow in our lives. 
Of course, we also look with great excitement and anticipation 
towards the celebration of the Birth of Jesus Christ, and so we 
have a wonder of tension, between taking time, to prepare, and the 
desire to get to the point.  
This is true in so much of our lives. We know that good things 
happen when we wait, when we prepare, but, we want to get there, 
to enjoy the good things and the celebrations.  
Try, go on, try to be patient, and make the most of the season of 
Advent.  
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Posada is an old Mexican tradition where 
young people dressed as Mary and 
Joseph travelled from house to house 
asking for a room for the night and telling 
people about the imminent arrival of Jesus 
in the weeks leading up to Christmas. On 
Christmas Eve they would visit the local 
church to re-enact the nativity and place 
figures of Mary and Joseph in a crib. 
Modern day Posada uses nativity figures 
of Mary and Joseph who travel from place 
to place. This gives each ‘host’ the chance 

to create their own celebration in their home or place in the 
community, worshipping and reaching out to their communities with 
the real message of Christmas, making room for Jesus in their 
lives.  
In both Paulerspury [where this has been happening for a number 
of years] and in Silverstone we have chosen to engage with 
Posada this year. Will you get be a host to Mary and Joseph for a 
night? 
 
What is involved? In Silverstone, the following, Paulerspury works 
differently.  
All you need to do is add your name to the Journey Rota which you 
will find in St Michael’s Church in Silverstone, for a night that will 
suit you to ‘host’ Mary & Joseph. Please work together with those 
who have the figures the night before and the night after to ensure 
an easy journey, making sure the arrangements are at a time to 
suit both of you.  
For the evening you ‘host’ Mary & Joseph you can choose to do 
what ever you like. Why not invite friends and family to sing carols 
and to talk about the meaning of Christmas? There are a few ideas 
that will travel with the Nativity including a Candle [please be 
careful when using a candle in your home]. 
After you have host, you need to take Mary & Joseph to the next 
host on the Journey Rota. 
It’s as simple as that. 
Please make sure you have added your details on the Journey 
Rota ASAP. Please consider your involvement. We hope you will 
enjoy taking part. 

POSADA 
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I hope that many of you will have picked up that I believe in God 
and in so doing I believe also that we have an important task to do 
as Church, that is to follow Jesus instruction to take the Good 
News to all the nations and bring all peoples to live in the 
knowledge and hope of this news to the fulfilment of their lives and 
the praise of God.  
But what is Mission? Is it Evangelising? - Is it Pastoral Care? - Is it 
Community Engagement? - Are there other ways of engaging in 
Mission? 
Personally I think it is all of the above and more. It is about living 
the faith day by day in our lives, responding to the needs of God’s 
Children wherever we find ourselves to be alive and doing our 
utmost to ensure that Good News truly is good and makes a 
positive difference for people, including ourselves.  
To this end, we have now, in The Whittlewood Benefice, a Mission 
Support Group. This is a small group of people [currently only 3] 
who meet up to discuss what we might be being called to do in 
order to be more missional as the Church here. 
Ideas that we have discussed to date include how we can help 
facilitate an improvement in our Welcome at Church services [not 
only the Holy Eucharist or Sunday Services]. A Community Audit, 
in order to discover what the needs of the communities in which we 
live truly are and to discover how, if at all, the Church can reach out 
and offer help, voice or support. Can we set up and facilitate a 
Bereavement Support Group for the people in our Communities? 
This would be a time of self-support within the context of hope that 
we have in Jesus Christ as the Resurrection and the Life.  
As only 3 people, we will need to reach out to others in the 
Churches of our Benefice as well as talking with and working with 
our Ecumenical Colleagues in order to make anything happen.  
We have already started on some of this and we are looking to do 
and see more.  
We ask that you pray for the Mission of the Church in our area. 
Praying for honesty and growth, realism and vision, and in all, for 
the Gifts and Power of the Holy Spirit to be at work in and through 
us.  
If you feel that you may be being called to help with the working of 
the Mission Support Group [this group will always though, be kept 
small], do feel free to speak with me, The Rector or with our 
Reader or Reader in Training.  

MISSION 
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In the last edition of ‘Praise Be!’ I wrote about my proposal to 
change the Service Schedule for The Whittlewood Benefice.  
I gave my reasons, and suggested that my proposals were up for 
discussion.  
I am grateful to a couple of people who have got back in touch with 
me with their comments and thoughts. I would be happy to hear 
more from more of you. The point of this exercise right now is to 
ask for your thoughts.  
I am very concerned that we need to do something to give 
opportunity for the growth of the Church in our Parishes and this is 
the purpose of these thoughts and suggestions. I hope that you all 
agree with me that we need to do more to grow the church.  
We need to have young people and children, families and single 
people, the elderly and the middle aged, all of God’s people in our 
number.  
How do we get to make this happen? 
Well, there are many things that we might need to do, and the time 
of the services we have on Sunday’s is but one part of what needs 
to be a bigger picture.  
However, it is the offering of services that is important to this article 
and to the suggestions I am offering,  
Last time I said that the services in Silverstone and Paulerspury 
could be at 9:30 a.m., and the services in the other churches could 
be at 11 a.m..  
I am minded to suggest these are swapped.  

Key: HE = Holy Eucharist : Cw = Collective Worship : ES = 
Evening Service : MW = Morning Worship : FW = Family Worship 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 

Silverstone HE 
11 

P T@4 
4 p.m. 

T HE 
11 

P Cw 11 
ES 

T 
P 

  

Abthorpe HE 
9:30 

P ES 
6/3 

P/
L 

    HE 
9:30 

P 

Slapton ES 
6/3 

P/L   HE 
9:30 

P     

Whittlebury   HE 
9:30 

P MW 
9:30 

L HE 
9:30 

P ES 
6/3 

P/
L 

Paulerspury FW 
11 

T HE 
11 

P ES 
6/3 

P
/L 

HE 
11 

P   

SUNDAY WORSHIP - TIMES & OFFERING 
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P = Priest [i.e. me, Revd Paul] : T = Team [T@4 team or Family 
Worship Team] L = Lay Person [Often our Reader, Clare or Reader 
in Training, Lesley] 
 

For the original plan, just swap 11 for 9:30 and 9:30 for 11! 
 

You will see that for the Evening Worship slots in the Schedule Box 
to the left [or above on the email version] that it states 6/3, this is 
because we might have a Summer time for evening services [6 
p.m.] and a winter time for evening services [3 p.m.] to make it less 
stressful for people who don’t like coming out on an evening in the 
winter months.  
 

For the Extra services in both Silverstone and Paulerspury, I am 
suggesting that these will be Holy Eucharist Services, but in a 
different style, using modern music, some modern prayers, trying 
to orientate the offering so that it is more family friendly and more 
appealing to younger people.  
If we don’t try, I fear we will end up with no real hope for the future 
of the Church in these parishes, and that would be a failing to God 
as we are but the current custodians of God’s Church for the world 
at this time and for the future.  
 

So far, the suggestions for changing the times of services has been 
met with mixed response. It seems that everyone would prefer the 
same time, one that doesn't impact on the rest of their day! That 
simply is not possible.  
 

People like the idea of having a consistent time in their church for a 
service, i.e. always 9:30 or always 11 rather than changing around 
in the month.  
 

The idea that evening services may offer variety rather than always 
being Book of Common Prayer Evening Prayer  has been 
suggested, with Taizé style services being asked for in a couple of 
places [The Rector being keen on Taizé services maybe rubbing 
off on some people]. 
 

This is not set yet, it is open and can be changed, or the current 
service plan kept. Please though, do let me know your thoughts, 
your PCC’s are also involved and being asked to discuss this 
matter.  
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com or letter, St Michael's Vicarage, 
24a High Street, Silverstone, Towcester. NN12 8US. 
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Do you know we have three Church of England Primary Schools in 
The Whittlewood Benefice? 
We have Paulerspury CE Primary School, Whittlebury CE Primary 
School and Silverstone CE Primary School.  
Silverstone is now an Academy under the auspices of the Peterbor-
ough Diocese Educational Trust. This has been quite some time 
recently, moving from two separate school buildings, an Infant and 
a Junior School into their new building on the edge of the village.  
Whittlebury are part of a larger Federation, The Forest CE Federa-
tion. This runs with Stoke Bruerne, Gayton and Tiffield Primary 
Schools. As such many activities are run across the Federation, 
though the sense of local and community are also maintained and 
encouraged. 
Paulerspury CE Primary School is not an Academy nor in a Feder-
ation, the school seeks to serve the children of Paulerspury as the 
Primary School for the Village, as it has done for many years.  
Our Primary Schools tend to send pupils on to Sponne Secondary 
School in Towcester or to Elizabeth Woodville Secondary School 
with its two sites, Deanshanger and Roade.  
In addition, some students attend Silverstone UTC [University 
Technical College].  
There are church contacts across all these places of Education. Es-
pecially of course the three Primary Schools, but also the Second-
ary Schools and the UTC, though to a lesser extent with these lat-
ter three.  
As you engage in your prayer life, praying for the communities in 
which we live, please pray also for these educational establish-
ments, for their success, the improvements that they need to see 
and to engage with but mostly, for the young people. Pray that 
each person may discover the wonder of who they are and that 
they can achieve wonderful things, now and for their futures. Pray 
that they may all come to know Jesus Christ in their lives, and 
through this experience may become truly compassionate, loving 
and hopeful individuals.  

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION 

https://www.forestfederation.co.uk/page/?title=Tiffield+VA+Primary+School&pid=8
http://paulerspuryschool.co.uk/
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Join us for our Children’s Activity afternoon 
Saturday 7th December 2019 

1:30 p.m. 
Silverstone Church Rooms. 

[Primary School Age Children] 
Finishing with a simple Christingle 

Celebration  
in St Michael’s Church at 4 p.m. 

To attend, please contact our Administrator at : admin@mandswilliams.me.uk.  Book in before we’re full! 
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Silverstone Churches will be Carol Singing 
On Wednesday 11

th
 December From 6 p.m. 

Near the New Housing in Silverstone Village.  
Do join us if you would like to or just come a listen 

You might like to give a donation for the charity 
The Hope Centre 

Helping homeless people in Northampton 

BEER & CAROLSBEER & CAROLSBEER & CAROLS   

PaulerspuryPaulerspuryPaulerspury      The Barley MowThe Barley MowThe Barley Mow   Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday    171717ththth   December from 7 p.m.December from 7 p.m.December from 7 p.m.   
AbthorpeAbthorpeAbthorpe      The New InnThe New InnThe New Inn      Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday    181818ththth   December from 7 p.m.December from 7 p.m.December from 7 p.m.   
SilverstoneSilverstoneSilverstone      The White HorseThe White HorseThe White Horse   Thursday Thursday Thursday    191919ththth   December from 7 p.m.December from 7 p.m.December from 7 p.m.   

These occasions are NOT Church Services, they are a bit of fun 
for the communities in which we live and minister.  

We sing Christmas Carols, there a those Christmas Cracker Jokes 
and people may have a drink in the pub.  

Maybe you would like to book for a meal afterwards, supporting 
your local Publican? 
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Carol Services 
 
Paulerspury, St James’ the Great Church.  
 9 lessons and carols   Sunday 15

th
 December  6 p.m. 

 
Whittlebury, St Mary’s Church 
 9 lessons and carols  Sunday 22

nd
 December 4 p.m. 

 
Silverstone, Methodist Chapel  
 Village Carol Service  Sunday 22

nd
 December  4 p.m. 

 
Slapton, St Botolph’s Church 
 9 lessons and carols  Sunday 22

nd
 December 6 p.m. 

 
Abthorpe, St John the Baptist Church 
 Carols and Christingles Christmas Eve  4 p.m.  
 

Christmas Services 
 
Paulerspury, St James’ the Great Church  
 The 1

st
 Eucharist of Christmas Christmas Eve 10 p.m. 

 
Silverstone, St Michael’s Church 
 Midnight Mass    Christmas Eve 11:30 p.m. 
 
Whittlebury, St Mary’s Church  
 Christmas Worship, with reserved Sacrament  
       Christmas Day 9 a.m. 
 
Abthorpe, St John the Baptist Church 
 Christmas Day Eucharist  Christmas Day 9:15 a.m. 
 
Silverstone, St Michael’s Church 
 Christmas Worship, with reserved Sacrament  
       Christmas Day 10:30 a.m. 
 
Slapton, St Botolph’s Church 
 Christmas Day Eucharist  Christmas Day 11 a.m.  
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ALL SOULS DAY SERVICE 

The Commemoration  

of the Faithful Departed 

Saturday 2nd November 2019 

3 p.m. [Followed by refreshments] 

Please join us as we remember those who 
have been dear to us who have died before us.  

 
If you would like a loved one named in this service, send an 

email to the Rector at revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com  
or Write to us at St Michael's Vicarage, 24a High Street, 

Silverstone, Towcester. NN12 8US. 

ABTHORPE - PAULERSPURY - SILVERSTONE  
SLAPTON - WHITTLEBURY 
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St John the Baptist Church, Abthorpe : News 

In some ways, it may have seemed like a quiet 

time at St John the Baptist Church over the 

summer months, with only one service held in 

the church each month. However, it has been 

quite a busy time! We have had a further two 

weddings which were lovely occasions and there has of course 

been the usual extra maintenance with the church. The team of 

people on the mowing rota have done a splendid job and the 

churchyard has looked really good. It has not been that easy 

mowing between the sharp showers, during the heatwave and 

avoiding the times of the weddings! Thank you to all the mowing 

team and also to Steve Noble who has looked after the churchyard 

extension for a good few years now.  

We received wonderful news in September that, at long last, we 

have got the faculty to carry out the work on the north side of the 

church! We removed the pews on the north side as a temporary 

measure in November 2015. The space this created has been very 

useful and it is good that we can now go ahead and complete the 

work. We know we have a big task ahead, a massive amount of 

fundraising to do and Richard Tomalin is working hard at getting 

grants. 

We have had another good summer with our Tea and Piece 

events. The numbers coming for a cup of tea and piece of cake 

have varied and it has been lovely to see some new faces. Our 

final Tea and Piece of the year in October gave us the chance to 

say ‘Thank You’ to people who have helped and supported us 

during the year. 

Our church was open for the Ride and Stride event on 14
th
 

September and 17 people called in. 

Harvest Festival weekend on 12
th
 and 13

th
 October went very well. 

From the parishes 
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Our Harvest Supper had a Spanish theme this year, 

with Paella and Catalan beef followed by churros and 

chocolate dipping sauce served up. There was a lovely 

atmosphere and the evening made £498.64 (about 

£600 with gift aid) for the church. Our Harvest Service 

was held the following day and the church looked lovely 

with autumn colours in the flowers, donations of food 

displayed and a very thoughtful service. The fresh produce donated 

was given to the Hope Centre in Northampton and the tins and 

dried goods to the Food Bank in Towcester. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 

weekend in any way. 

Recent Tote winners have been John Riches who won £197.50 in 

August and Maisie and Ben Holland who won the same amount in 

September.  

The Village Remembrance service this year will start at 10.45am at 

the War Memorial. It will be a short service followed by tea and 

coffee in church. We look forward to seeing everyone for this. 

Christmas is looming up quickly! We are holding a coffee morning 

at Jill and Mike Greenhalgh’s home on Saturday 7
th
 December from 

10am to 12 noon. Everyone is welcome. 

The Christmas Tree lighting event will be held on Sunday 8
th
 

December. We are a little unsure as to the starting time at the 

moment, but it will be approximately 4 to 4.30pm. Do come and join 

us for Carols around the Tree and mulled wine and hot chocolate to 

warm us up afterwards. Rev’d Paul will hold Beer and Carols in The 

New Inn on Wednesday 18
th
 December starting at 7pm. Our Carol 

and Christingle service will be held on Christmas Eve at 4pm and if 

you would like to join in making the Christingles, come along to the 

Old School in Abthorpe at 10am on Monday 23
rd

 December. There 

will be refreshments too! 

From the parishes 
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Thank you to everyone who has helped us in any way during this 

year. We really do appreciate it. 

Looking forward to next Summer, we are holding an Open Gardens 

on Sunday 14
th
 June 2020. Book the date in your new diary and 

there will be more information next year! 

Alison, Jill and Barbara wish you all a Joyous Christmas and a 

Happy and Peaceful 2020. 

Barbara Malcomson malcomson@abthorpe.net 

St Michael’s Church, Silverstone : News 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist was held 

on Sunday 6
th
 October. 29 kgs of donated 

packaged food was delivered to the Towcester 

Food Bank. Following the Service our 

traditional Harvest Lunch was enjoyed by 

many in the Church Rooms. We thank Heather, Melanie and their 

team for making the occasion most enjoyable. 

Autumn Soup Lunches commenced on Monday 14
th
 October – 

despite the rainiest of days the Church Rooms were packed from 

the dot of 12 til we closed at 1.30. The Lunches continue up to and 

including the 18
th
 November. We will also be holding our popular 

Christmas Soup Lunch on Monday 16
th
 December 12 noon to 1.30 

pm. 

We are looking forward to learning about ‘Fabergé in the Royal 

Collection’ on Saturday, 23
rd

 November – all tickets are sold for this 

event. 

Melanie and her team will be organising 2 more ‘Saturday Coffee 

and Cake Mornings’ the dates for your diaries – 9
th
 November and 

7
th
 December, 10.00 am – 12 noon in the Church Rooms. Do pop 

along and enjoy delicious homemade cakes and a relaxing time 

with friends. 

From the parishes 
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In readiness for our Christmas Services we will be having another 

‘Group Cleaning’ session in the Church. This will be on Saturday 

14
th
 December commencing at 10.00 a.m. We do take a break for 

coffee and a slice of homemade cake. Please join us if you are 

able. 

Members of our Churchyard Working Party recently spent an 

afternoon pruning back the shrubs in front of the Church in 

readiness for the Christmas Star and Nativity Scene which will be 

in their usual prominent place in the centre of our village. If you are 

able to join us on a working party on a future date just have a word 

– your help would be much appreciated. 

More volunteers would be welcomed to help deliver the Church 

Christmas Card to every home in the village and outlying areas. 

This card gives times and dates of all the Services in all the 

Churches within the Whittlewood Benefice over the Christmas 

Season. Please contact Anne on 857608 if you are able to help. 

Judith 

St James’ the Great Church, Paulerspury : News  

Thank you, Lord, for sunshine! We were so blessed 

for our biannual Flower Festival. The ladies did us 

proud with their interpretations of scenes from the 

Bible which ranged from Ruth gleaning, Joseph and 

his Technicolor Dream Coat, Noah’s ark, the Garden 

of Eden and so many more. They were beautiful and 

helped make it a very successful Bank Holiday long weekend. 

Thank you to all the people who helped, in whatever capacity. We 

couldn’t have done it without you. 

Since then we have been enjoying harvest, the school came and 

had their annual harvest service in the church and then we had our 

harvest Eucharist followed by harvest lunch on the 13
th
 of October. 

It was a wonderful village event with around 65 people joining 

From the parishes 
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together in the village hall. A massive thank you must got to 

Doreen and her helpers as the food was delicious. 

Maybe not quite so big but don’t forget we still have ‘Tea and 

Toast’ (and other yummy treats) most Thursday mornings. 

Everyone is welcome so do pop in. 

I am very excited to have finally begun my Reader Training. It is 

sometimes a bit of a squeeze in terms of time but so worthwhile. 

DO pray and think about whether you are being called to explore 

your service in some way. I never knew so many opportunities 

existed! I would like to thank everyone who is being so supportive 

and encouraging to me, it means a great deal. 

Looking ahead we are hosting an evening for 3 Beaver colonies 

and our new Cub Scouts group and we are getting ready for 

Remembrance Sunday and then of course it is Advent and 

Christmas- I can’t wait. One small thing, sadly the moths took a 

liking to our Posada, if anyone is able to knit us a new shepherd or 

lamb we would be very grateful! 

Lesley Dale 

St Botolph’s Church, Slapton : News 

St. Botolph's was open for the Ride and Stride 
day. We had about 25 visitors. Mary Miller and 
two other Slapton equestrians covered 6 
churches on their grey horses and met many 
bicyclists en-route. The Northamptonshire 
Historic Churches Trust sent us £50 raised from Ride and Stride. 

The church looked really wonderful for our Evening Service 
Harvest Festival this year, and many thanks to all those who 
helped decorate it. We had a good congregation and the many 
tinned and dried foods were all taken to the food bank by Amanda 
Bell. The congregation who grew all the fresh vegetables then gave 
large donations - for charity - to have them back again. 

Our charity donations this Christmas are going to the Hope Centre, 
the Children's Society and Peterborough Cathedral. 

From the parishes 
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The new booklet for the church with photographs taken by John 
Roans is in preparation. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

November 3
rd

 5pm. Sung Evensong  

A celebration of the new lighting scheme at St. Botolph's. The 
Archdeacon will be preaching and Fiori Musicale Village Choir are 
singing, with refreshments afterwards. 

November 9
th
 6pm. Old School, Abthorpe. A talk by Willy Peto on 

the Charge of the Light Brigade. Refreshments afterwards. 

December 22
nd

 6pm. Carols by Candlelight. We hope to have as 
many young readers as possible. 

The Christmas Day Service is at 11am 

There will be carol singing round the village and the date has yet to 
be decided. We have to make sure there enough people around to 
both sing and listen to the carols. 

Caroline Coke 

P.S. Congratulations to Barbara Smith and the team at Slapton 
Manor Farm, who were nominated and won the Gold award as 
Diversification Innovator of the Year (small to medium) at the 
British Farming Awards evening in the middle of October.  

St Mary’s Church, Whittlebury : News 

Church Cleaning will be on Monday 11
th
 

November and Monday 9
th
 December at 2pm. 

HARVEST LUNCH 

As a change to our normal Harvest Supper, 

we celebrated with a Ploughman’s Lunch in the Reading Room on 

Saturday 5
th
 October. The main meal was supplied by Whittlebury 

Bakery and the Ladies from church made the delicious desserts. It 

seemed as though everyone from the village and beyond enjoyed 

themselves. A special thanks to those who helped in any way. All 

the monies raised will go towards the upkeep of our beautiful 

church. Your support is much appreciated. Cheryl 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

12
th
 November PCC meeting 6pm at Lyn’s 4 Whittlebury Court 

16
th
 & 17

th
 December Carol Singing around the village starting at 

7pm 

22
nd

 December Nine Lessons & Carol Service at 4pm 

25
th
 December Christmas Day, Christmas Worship Service at 9am 

during which the Holy Communion already blessed from an earlier 

service will be distributed. [This is called Communion by Extension] 

ONE OF GODS PROMISES:  

To all who receive him, to those who believe in His name, He gave 

the right to become children of God. John 1 v 12 

COFFEE MORNING’S, SOUP LUNCHES 
Everyone needs to keep looking out for the COFFEE MORNINGS 
in Silverstone Church Rooms.  
Melanie is putting on frequent Coffee Mornings on Saturdays, 
these are times for people to just get together, have a chat and 
also to help raise money for the Church. Will be a Coffee Morning 
on Saturday 9

th
 November and 7

th
 December, before the Children’s 

Christingle Event.  
 

ALSO 
 

THE AUTUMN SOUP LUNCHES 
Well, the Church Rooms in Silverstone are being well used. On 
first few Mondays of November from midday there are Soup 
Lunches being offered. These are from Midday till 1:30 and are 
really well supported, however, there will be space for you if you 
want to go along.  
In addition, there will be a Christmas Lunch on Monday 16

th
 

December 
 

TEA, TOAST & CAKE 
It is not only Silverstone though! Paulerspury have Thursday 
morning’s, from 10 till midday there are people gathering in the 
Church Room in St James’ Church. The Rector’s Office Hour is 
from 11 a.m., just time to meet to plan Baptisms or whatever! 
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HEALING EUCHARIST SERVICES -  
These are not going to be happening again until 2020. 

Unfortunately I am not available to take the services due to other 
commitments. They will restart though! 

Weekday Eucharist Service 
On most Thursdays mornings 

through the year we hold a 
service in St Michael’s Church at 

9:30.   
[Except there will not be a service 

on these dates in 2019: 14th, 21st & 28th November] 
 

This is a simple, generally a said service, though we 
sometimes have music or sing responses to prayers.  

We have a small regular group that attend, but it would be 
wonderful if the number were to grow!  

So remember, Thursday morning’s at St Michael’s Church, 
Silverstone - The Holy Eucharist 

Time for peace and quiet, the presence of God celebrated 
and the Grace of God received. 

Singing Group -  
NOT A CHOIR!  

Do you enjoy singing? 

Would you like to sing simply to 
enjoy it, but singing Christian 
Music? 

Then this is what our Singing 
Group is all about and it is for you! 

I would like to invite all of you reading ’Praise Be!’ to join us in the 
singing group. If you would to join us, just come along, give it a go, 
no matter how well or otherwise you can sing. 

We shall be meeting on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in St 
Michael’s Church, Silverstone. 

Two left in 2019! Thursday 7
th
 November, Thursday 5

th
 December. 
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From the Benefice Diary 
 

 

13
th
 August Funeral of Marjorie Jenkinson  Silverstone 

 

17
th
 August Wedding of Jeremy Alexander Brownfield Pope to 

   Harriet Elizabeth Sharman   Abthorpe 

8
th
 October Funeral of Alec George Bennett  Silverstone 

11
th
 October Funeral of Kenneth John Holman Paulerspury 

12
th
 October Baptism of Davie-Bow John Fletcher Abthorpe 

26
th
 October Baptism of Henry James Sturgess Silverstone 

14
th
 December Wedding of Marc Richard Cox to    

   Stephanie Louise Oliver    Silverstone 

22
nd

 December Baptism of Baby Cashmore  Silverstone 

28
th
 December Baptism of Dylan Stefan-Davies  Silverstone 

To read the Bible in Church Services.  
To clean the Church, to do the flowers! 
To help with Welcoming people into Church.  
Bell Ringing - Intercessors - Altar Servers 
Please be a volunteer for God’s Church.  

BIBLE STUDY with 
MARGARET 
HOLLAND, 
Silverstone 

An afternoon bible 
study meets at 
Margaret Holland's 
home on Tuesdays 

from 2.00 - 3.30pm. 
All are welcome to join us.  

At the moment the group are studying the Psalms, using the study 
book being called 'psalms of restoration and renewal'. 
Margaret says: ‘I am finding it very encouraging and invigorating.. I 
think the others are feeling the same…’ 

Do join the group! 
To find out more, contact Margaret on 01327 857328 or 07866 
064220 
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Bible Readings for Sunday Service: November, December, January 
 

 

3
rd

 November  All Saints’ Sunday  
 Daniel 7.1-3,15-18 : Psalm 149 
 Ephesians 1.11-23 : Luke 6.20-31     Gold/White 
 

10
th

 November  The Third Sunday before Advent 
    Remembrance Sunday  
 Job 19.23-27a : Psalm 17.1-9* 
 2 Thessalonians 2.1-5,13-17 : Luke 20.27-38  RED 
 

17
th

 November  The Second Sunday before Advent  
 Malachi 4.1-2a : Psalm 98 
 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 : Luke 21.5-19    RED 
 

24th November  Christ the King  
 Jeremiah 23.1-6 : Psalm 46 
 Colossians 1.11-20 : Luke 23.33-43     White 
1

st
 December  Advent Sunday 

Isaiah 2.1-5 : Psalm 122 
Romans 13.11-14 : Matthew 24.36-44    Purple 

8
th

 December  The Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11.1-10 : Psalm 72.1-7,18,19* 
Romans 15.4-13 : Matthew 3.1-12    Purple 

15
th

 December  The Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35.1-10 : Psalm 146.4-10 or Canticle: Magnificat 
James 5.7-10 : Matthew 11.2-11     Purple 

22
nd

 December  The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 7.10-16 : Psalm 80.1-8,18-20* 
 Romans 1.1-7 : Matthew 1.18-25     Purple 
29

th
 December  The First Sunday of Christmas 

 Isaiah 63.7-9 : Psalm 148* 

 Hebrews 2.10-18 : Matthew 2.13-23     White 
5

th
 January   Epiphany 

 Isaiah 60.1-6 : Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15 
 Ephesians 3.1-12 : Matthew 2.1-12     White 
12

th
 January  Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 42.1-9 : Psalm 29 
Acts 10.34-43 : Matthew 3.13-17     White 

19
th

 January  The Second Sunday of Epiphany 
Isaiah 49.1-7 : Psalm 40.1-12 
1 Corinthians 1.1-9 : John 1.29-42     White 

26
th

 January  The Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Isaiah 9.1-4 : Psalm 27.1,4-12* 
1 Corinthians 1.10-18 : Matthew 4.12-23    White 

http://almanac.oremus.org/bible.html?show_ref=no&version=nrsvae&passage=Isaiah%2063.7-9
http://almanac.oremus.org/bible.html?show_ref=no&version=cw&passage=Psalm%20148*
http://almanac.oremus.org/bible.html?show_ref=no&version=nrsvae&passage=Hebrews%202.10-18
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03/11/2019 
4th Sunday 

before Advent 

10/11/2019 
3rd Sunday 

before Advent 
Remembrance 

17/11/2019 
2nd Sunday before 

Advent 

24/11/2019 
Christ the King  

 

Silverstone 

Holy  
Eucharist 
10 a.m. 

Village 
Remembrance 

@ 10:40 
 

Combined 
Worship [Church] 

10 a.m. 
Evensong  

6 p.m. 

Abthorpe  
Village 

Remembrance 
@ 10:50 

Holy Eucharist 
10 a.m. 

 

Slapton 

Celebration 
Evening 
Service  
5 p.m. 

   
Holy  

Eucharist  
11 a.m. 

Whittlebury  
Remembrance 
War Memorial 

10:50 
 

Harvest Holy  
Eucharist  
9:15 a.m. 

Paulerspury 

Family  
Service 

9:15 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist 
@ 9:45 

Remembrance 

Evening 
Prayer 
6 p.m. 

Morning 
Worship 
9:15 a.m. 

 
1/12/2019 
Advent 1 

8/12/2019 
Advent 2 

15/12/2019 
Advent 3  

22/12/2019 
Advent 4 

29/12/19 
The 1st Sunday 
of Christmas 

Silverstone 

Harvest 
Holy  

Eucharist  
10 a.m. 

T @ 4 
4 p.m.  

Church Room 
 

Combined 
Worship [Church] 

10 a.m. 
Carol Service 

4 p.m. [Chapel] 

Holy Eucharist 
10 a.m. 

Silverstone 

Abthorpe  
Harvest Holy  

Eucharist  
11 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist 
9:15 a.m. 

 

Slapton 

Evening  
Prayer 
5 p.m. 

  
Carol Service 

6 p.m. 

Whittlebury  
Morning 
Worship 
11 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist  
11 a.m. 

Holy  
Eucharist  
9:15 a.m. 

Carol Service 
4 p.m. 

Paulerspury 

Family  
Service 

9:15 a.m. 

Holy  
Eucharist  
9:15 a.m. 

Carol Service  
6 p.m. 

Morning 
Worship 
9:15 a.m. 

Sunday Services for September/October 2019 
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MINISTERS AND SAFEGUARDING 
 

Our Rector 
The Revd Paul M

c
Leod 

St. Michael’s Vicarage: 24a High Street 
Silverstone: Towcester. NN12 8US 

  01327 858101 

  07780 834099 

  revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com 

 

Our Reader 

Clare Ray  clareray18@gmail.com 
 

Another very important contact is - 

Our Benefice Safeguarding Officer  

Lesley Dale.  

Lesley’s contact details are: 
 

dalel@denbigh.net 
 
 

01327 811531  
 

07741460633.  
 

As Lesley is a teacher she can’t have her mobile with her in lessons but if 
you need to speak with her, please leave a message and Lesley will get 
back to you.  

The Diocesan Safeguarding Contacts are:  

Bev Huff - Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser  

01733 887040 (direct line) 
 

Or Samantha Jackson- Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 

01733 887041 (direct line) 


