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From the Rector 

Are you surprised that, here as we go into Winter, November and 
December, and quite possibly for much longer, there are still many 
restrictions on us due to the Pandemic. 

Firstly, I think it is important to reflect on the intended purpose of 
the restrictions that we are under, to protect us, one another, the 
whole of our community from a debilitating disease or even an 
untimely death!  

I am not comfortable, personally, with such restrictions and 
limitations on what I can do, on what we can do. I had looked 
forward to 2020. I was going to have my Sabbatical, there were 
going to be a good number of weddings, we were going to plan 
forward for ways to engage in sharing in God’s mission with and 
amongst us. However, we are being asked to make sacrifices in 
order to protect one another and most especially the most 
vulnerable in our communities, and this must be worthwhile.  

Secondly, I also think that we should take time to reflect on what 
we have been able to learn through this time.  

WORSHIP: We have managed to keep on worshipping God 
almighty throughout this time, making use of technology and the 
internet. I hope that as many of you as possible have managed to 
join us on Zoom or watch the services later on YouTube.  

There is a lot of work involved in preparing these services, putting 
together the PowerPoint, drawing in others to share in the service, 
as well as carrying the Communion Kit and the technology from 
church to church each week. 

We have a team put together, I call them the Worship Group, and 
we have been working each week at putting together the worship 
for Sunday. I would be really happy if there were others who might 
be interested in being a part of this, now or in the future. We are 
meeting on Zoom, so you would need to be able to do this. If this is 
of interest to you, please speak with me. 

In addition to the Worship Group, we have had participation from a 
good number of people within our worship, reading the scripture or 
the prayers of intercession, indeed, sometimes finding/writing these 
prayers. We have been finding it harder to draw in volunteers to 
participate recently, I would ask that as many of you as possible will 
respond positively to the request to read as a part of our service, 
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either in the Church or over Zoom.  

LESSONS: What else have we learned through this time? 

a. We can come together and support one another.  

It is good to do this online and even, for some people, a wonderful 
way to be reintroduced to the Church or to find the Church for the 
first time.  

b. We can hold some meetings virtually, i.e. on Zoom, thereby 
saving time and resources by not having to travel. 

That there are people who prefer to have physical presence in 
Church. Of course this is the case for many people, not least of all 
to be able to receive the Sacraments. However, by being generous 
with one another, sharing across the 5 Churches in the Benefice 
we are able to worship every Sunday and, for those prepared to 
travel, there is still the chance to be physically present in Church 
since the Government gave permission to return into Church 
buildings. 

c. A major method of communication in the Benefice is through 
this publication, our bi-monthly magazine ‘Praise Be!’. In this we 
have news from each parish, my letter, and usually news from the 
Diocese. We also try to share our plans for the coming months. I 
hope that you enjoy this and appreciate our communication.  We 
have had a conversation at WPT [our meeting bringing all PCC’s 
together] and, due to financial constraints, have agreed not to use 
colour for ‘Praise Be!’ unless or until our financial situation 
improves.  

d. We also have our Facebook Page and a Facebook Group, we 
are making use of YouTube and have our own Whittlewood 
Benefice Channel there, but of course, the pinnacle is our Website, 
www.whittlewoodparishes.org.com, many thanks to our 
webmaster, Corinne Ward, for taking care of this for us. There are 
plans to get even more good, new and relevant content onto our 
Website, however, Corinne can only work with the content she is 
given, so don’t criticise her if you don’t find the latest information 
there, blame the Rector!  

e. Online, the Church of England provides us with another 
platform to share news, this is called A Church Near You! 
[www.achurchnearyou.com]. If you go on holiday in England and 

http://www.whittlewoodparishes.org.com
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want to know where the nearby churches are, simply use this 
website, put in a Post Code or the name of the village and the site 
will (hopefully) show you the local church and, if they have 
managed to keep it up to date, their service times. We have five 
pages, one for each of our Parish Church’s; these are not kept up 
to date as well as could be, that could be changed if we had a 
responsible person in each parish to update their page! On this 
site, for Silverstone only at the moment, but hopefully on 
Paulerspury’s page soon, there is a button that takes you to a 
‘giving site’ so people can donate money to the Church to help 
keep ministry present in the Benefice.  

I think that it is also important to reflect on what we may not be 
doing so well!  

I hear from some that there is a need for more services in 
churches? Is this true? 

I am concerned that some people are being missed, are we 
communicating enough, properly with everyone from our 
Churches? If not, how can we improve? 

What else could/should we be doing better? 

I say we deliberately, as the ministry of our parishes is not only for 
one person, it is to be shared, especially in these days when we 
have engaged in the positive thinking on the ministry of all people.  

I do encourage a reading the report, Setting God’s People Free 
from the Church of England. [https://www.churchofengland.org/
sites/default/files/2017-11/GS%20Misc%202056%20Setting%
20God%27s%20People%20Free.pdf] I can send you a PDF copy 
of this if you would like to read the whole report.  

Our next article in ‘Praise Be!’ is from our Bishop. He has been in 
touch with the clergy in the Diocses regularly and has issued a few 
letters more widely too. It is good being in this Diocese as we are 
being encouraged not only to engage with God’s Ministry, to seek 
to share the Good News of Jesus Christ widely and wonderfully, 
but we are also being encouraged to ensure we look after 
ourselves, yes, as clergy, but this is for all people. We need to 
ensure we do not damage ourselves, or become unwell. This 
happens by sharing in generosity and love. May God’s love come 
to us all.       Paul. 
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November – 1
st
: All Saints, 2

nd
: All Souls, 5

th
: Guy 

Fawkes, 8
th
: Remembrance, 11

th
: Armistice… 22

nd
: 

Christ the King (and 29
th
 is Advent Sunday this year). 

Lots of church, community, and civic highlights. This 
year still very real, and very important – but subdued 
and maybe overshadowed by the virus. 

Remembering still matters though. Not just wars and those lost in 
them or damaged by them, not just those currently in our armed 
forces – though we mustn’t minimise that at all. But we need to 
remember our story, our history (even Guy Fawkes and his co-
conspirators). We need to remember our Church story, and who 
we are as the inheritors of all the saints, named and unnamed. We 
need to remember those we have lost, those who have gone 
before us into eternity. And above all, we need to remember that 
Jesus is still Lord, that Christ is still King, High King, Lord of lords 
and King of kings. 

In these strange days of covid, apparently running through the dark 
winter ahead, we need hope and light. In a sense, some of that 
comes through our support for each other, our continued self-
discipline for the common good, and the scientific endeavour to 
find a cure or at least a vaccine. But in the deepest sense, hope 
and light come only through Christ – and we are assured of that by 
remembering the past. 

Ultimately we have hope, and light at the end of every tunnel, 
because God is faithful. Scripture and Church history point so 
consistently to a merciful, saving, promise-keeping, faithful God. 
Nothing “in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord”. “God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tested beyond your strength.” “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

Remember, remember, what a faithful God we have. Remember, 
remember, his faithfulness to the saints of old. Remember, 
remember, that Jesus is King. Remember, remember, that he 
promises to put all things right. 

With best wishes +Donald, Bishop of Peterborough 

Remember, remember… 
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All Saints Day is the 1

st
 November and this year this falls on a 

Sunday and so we celebrate this feast day in our Worship out of St 
Botolph’s Church, Slapton with the Eucharist which will be live-
streamed on Zoom. I look forward to sharing this with you all either 
in person in the Church or via our internet presence. 

All Soul’s Day is the 2
nd

 November and so, as is our practice, we 
will have a service on this day. This year we will be in St James’ the 
Great Church, Paulerspury at 6 p.m. The service is entitle, ‘The 
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed’.  

The All Soul’s service is for anyone and everyone who has ever 
lost a loved one. Of course, when I say lost, I am not talking of a 
careless act, but of a person dying. In the service the names of 
those who have died recently are read out and the Rector will light 
a candle for each person being remembered in that way.  

In the past we have included many others who have died in years 
gone past, this year we have to keep the service as short as we 
reasonably can, and so those other names will not be read out this 
year, though they are no less in our minds.  

If anyone other than those I have already invited [that is those who 
have had funerals in our churches or taken by our ministry team in 
the last 12 to 15 months] would like to attend this service, you are 
welcome to do so, however, all are asked to ‘book in’ with the 
Rector beforehand. To do this, simply send an email or ring up.  

The email address is revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com  
The telephone number is 01327 858101 
 
These are both important parts of our remembering through this 
darkening time of the year. We do so with hope in the Resurrection 
and the Salvation won already for us all by Jesus Christ.  
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Services will be held in 
 
 Abthorpe 

 Paulerspury 

 Silverstone 

 Whittlebury 
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On 29
th
 November this year we will  

begin our Journey through the 
season of Advent.  

This is our time of  preparation for the wonder of Christmas.  And, 
although we are well aware of all that Jesus does for us, and the 
importance of Christmas, we still need to prepare ourselves 
spiritually in order to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas, of 
God coming to the world in order to bring the truth of Love to bear 
in the lives of all people. 

However, of course, we are in very different times this year and 
so our preparing, our observance of this season needs to be 
different too! 

I am therefore looking to bring together the notion of Advent and 
preparation with the wonder of Posada, the journey of the Nativity 
figures of Mary, Joseph and the Donkey around the parishes.  

We all have heard about Advent Calendar’s, and the wonder of 
opening the window to discover the new scene that is there. Well, 
this year we hope to have an Advent Calendar online that will 
show the journey of one of our Churches Knitted Nativity Figures 
around the Benefice.  

You may have seen the Rector, and indeed, at some time, the 
Rectors Wife out taking photographs. These are going to be put 
together and form our 2020 Advent/Posada journey.  

With each day’s image there will be a portion of scripture.  

So, keep a look out, on our Facebook Page [& linked to our 
Facebook Group] and also on our Website we will start this 
journey.  

Sorry, we cannot do Posada as normal, but we can do something 
which is different and there for our Church Communities.  

We will still have Advent Candles in Church 
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If you are like me, 
you were looking 
forward to Christmas 
and for the chance to 
sing a few of those 
favourite Carols. 

The trouble is, we 
are not permitted to 
have congregational 
singing in our 
Churches because of the Pandemic and the rightful need to be 
safe in the buildings and around other people.  

So, how are we going to replace our Carol Services that we cant 
hold in Church Buildings?  

 

Here are some ideas. 

1. Beer at home and Carols via Zoom./Facebook!  

2. Christingle at home and led via Zoom 

3. Carol Service on Christmas Eve at 6 p.m. via Zoom 

4. Christmas Eve Carols on your doorstep at 8 p.m. 

 

Yes, a few ideas and there is a little more work needed to make 
this all happen.  

 

1. We have already put a date in the diary for this. We plan it to 
be on Thursday 17

th
 December at 7 p.m.  The Zoom access will be 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3327858101?
pwd=aFVnVldOeDZLcDZaTHNETWtlVUVwUT09 

Meeting ID: 332 785 8101  Passcode:  834545 

There is a maximum of 100 views on Zoom, but you can have a 
whole household on one view!! 

2. This has not been planned out yet. We hope to have a service 
one evening, however, we want to put together Christingle Packs in 
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bags that will be distributed beforehand, maybe with collection 
points at key places in our Parishes. Keep an eye out to see what 
we plan. 

3. This is to be a Carol Service led over Zoom on Christmas 
Eve. We plan this to be at 6 p.m. however, would it be better 
earlier? Say at 4 p.m.?  

Do let me, Revd Paul, know your view ASAP at 
revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com.  

4.  Over the early weeks and months of the Pandemic on a 
Thursday evening people were encouraged to come outside at their  
doorstops and to applaud the essential workers who were doing 
such a valiant job of keeping our nation going at the time. I for one 
was out there most Thursdays and I even took to blowing a few 
notes on my Tuba to make a noise at those times.  

We have taken this idea and tweaked it in order to make a noise 
and encourage as many people as possible to sing two Christmas 
Carols at 8 p.m. on a Thursday that just happens this year to be 
Christmas Eve, 24

th
 December! 

I will be doing this, and I hope many others across the Benefice will 
also be willing to join in with this witness and chance to sing again 
a couple of very well known Carols.  

Which Carols?  

1
st
, at 8 p.m., please join me in singing Away in a manger and then, 

a second Carol, Silent Night. The words for both of these Carols, 
which I’m sure you don’t need, are copied on page 17 of this edition 
of ‘Praise Be!’ 

 

There are indeed many other possibilities that we could use this 
year, however, we should not plan more than we can actually cope 
with, not least of all for those who will be involved in putting all 
together.  

I hope that you will all be willing to join in and make this as good as 
is possible for the celebration of Christmas 2020.  
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The Story of a Bike Ride 

It was a glorious sunny Saturday morning mid-September when 
Peter Coles and I set out on the annual Ride + Stride event to raise 
money for the National Churches Trust.  Our objective over the 
next few hours was to visit as many churches as possible, enjoy 
cycling in the English countryside and of course raise as much as 
possible for this great cause.  I was half expecting Peter to turn up 
in a shirt and tie for the event, well he didn’t disappoint sporting a 
fine shirt but thankfully omitting the tie which given the warm 
weather turned out to be a wise decision. 

Being bang in the middle of a national pandemic meant we and the 
churches we planned to visit needed to take extra precautions to 
ensure the safety of all participants.  This meant us ensuring we 
had our masks and that churches provided plenty of hand 
sanitising gel which thankfully they all did alongside copious 
snacks and drinks which were much appreciated. 

We rode for just under 4 hours visiting 14 churches including 
Whittlebury, Paulerspury, Towcester, Gayton, Blakesley, Greens 
Norton, Slapton and of course both churches in Silverstone. Our 
total distance was just under 60km and we met lots of fellow riders 
along the route and even saw a couple getting married at 
Bradden.  After visiting our final church in Abthorpe we enjoyed a 
much-deserved drink at the New Inn before completing our final 
leg back to Silverstone. 

It was a great day out despite all the Covid restrictions and in total 
we raised £300 which will hopefully help the National Churches 
Trust exceed the £1.2m they raised in 2019. 

John Shrimpton 

Ride and Stride 2020 
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St John the Baptist Church, Abthorpe : 
News 

I feel that I have certainly noticed the 
rhythm of the seasons this year, spending 
more time at my computer and watching 
the changes in the fields all around me. I 
still cannot believe that we have almost 
come to the end of what has been a very 
strange year! 
We are pleased to be able to hold a short act of Remembrance at 
our War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday, 8

th
 November. It has 

taken a lot more thinking about than past years and sorry, but we 
are not able to go into church afterwards for refreshments and a 
chat. We are also not able to sing. Alison Robbins is leading it and I 
am sure though that it will be just as meaningful as previous years 
and we are looking forward to it. If you do come, please remember 
to socially distance and wear a mask. Posters will be on the notice 
boards and flyers will be delivered to houses with more information. 
Once we could get back into the church in July, we opened for 
private prayer on a Wednesday morning. There did not seem to be 
a demand for it over that time, so we are no longer opening on a 
regular basis. However, if anyone would like to go into the church 
for private prayer, you can phone one of us and we will arrange a 
convenient time for us all. Our contact details are on the church 
notice board. 
The numbers taking part in our Tote has increased by 26 members 
recently. This is brilliant and means that the monthly winnings and 
the amount raised for church have both increased by £65. Thank 
you to everyone who takes part. Recent winners have been Jill and 
Roger Tolson who won £257.50 in August and Paula Le Baigue 
and Vic Deane who won £260 in September. Congratulations to all. 
Thank you also to the new people who have joined the Parish 
Giving Scheme and those who have kindly given us a donation. 
Alison, Jill and Barbara wish you all a very Happy Christmas. It will 
be different this year and there will be information coming out soon 
as to what is happening in the churches. Let us hope that 2021 is a 
more gentle year for us all. 
 

Barbara Malcomson  malcomson@abthorpe.net 
 

 

From the parishes 
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St Michael’s Church, Silverstone : News 

Worshippers from St. Michael’s continue to join 
in our Sunday Benefice Services via Zoom, or if 
able, now attend Services in the Churches 
around our Benefice. 
Our Church Rooms are open again, but with 
just 3 small groups meeting during weekdays, each group following 
the Covid Restrictions currently in place. The larger organisations 
who use the Rooms regularly have suspended their meetings until 
able to meet again properly. Autumn is usually the busiest of time 
for Melanie taking bookings for Christmas Events. 
A big thank you is given to Peter Coles and John Shrimpton for 
their participation in the Historic Churches Sponsored Bike Ride on 
Saturday 12

th
 September. 

Volunteers continue their work to maintain our beautiful churchyard. 
They are sympathetic to the natural world encouraging wild flora 
and fauna as much as possible. Our wild flowers include primroses, 
cowslips, ox eyed daisies, knapweed, and lady’s bedstraw. Having 
these flowers encourages bees, hoverflies and other pollinating 
insects. Our churchyard has a good selection of evergreen and 
deciduous trees, which include 3 beautiful Hornbeam. Thanks to 
the sunny warm weather in April and May the pollinating insects did 
their work and we are now blessed with a wonderful crop of red 
berries. I thank Jimmy Adams for his knowledge of our flora and 
fauna.       Judith Paybody 
 

St James’ the Great, Paulerspury : News  

We have managed to hold services in Church, both 
weekday and Sunday. There are Eucharist Services on 
Wednesday’s at 9:30 a.m. and now, on Sunday at 10 
a.m. in the pattern for the Benefice. We also have 
family services, again, in the Benefice Pattern.  

Thanks to those who have worked to supply internet 
access for service in this church building that allows us 

to take part with the whole Benefice.  

We have also had quite a lot of work taking place in the Churchyard 
by volunteers. Amazing work which has opened up many areas 
and made all tidier.  

 

From the parishes 
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St Botolphs Church, Slapton : News 

On entering St. Botolph's: October afternoon. 
I unlock and push the wire bird door forward. 
It brushes along the pebbly concrete. The oak 
door creaks as I prop it open. Weak sunlight 
slants across the floor. A breeze disturbs the 
stillness. 
The walls stir and settle. God is here. Memories of souls long 
departed murmur their welcome. The paintings, illuminated now, 
insistently tell their stories. St Christopher wades stoically across 
the river, water swirling giddyingly around his legs. The fish burble 
contentedly underneath, but the mermaid looks cross. Her hair is 
not going right. St Francis receives the stigmata in silent ecstasy. 
Judas does not sound comfortable in his tree. St. Michael busies 
himself weighing the souls. Some of them are quite argumentative 
and shrill. The Virgin is trying to stick up for them. Round the 
corner the angel Gabriel, wings outstretched, announces to Mary 
the impending birth of Jesus. His loud voice is commanding but 
gentle. The chattering of the gossips at the back goes on and on. 
There are shrieks as the devil knocks their heads together. The 
hammering in the blacksmith's shop gets louder. St Elloi comforts 
the horse and performs a miracle on its leg. The Three Dead rasp 
their ominous warning to The Three Living. 
Angels are here in abundance. They sing and play trumpets in the 
ceiling. They dance in the windows. They drape themselves 
gracefully over the arches. They are exuberant and full of joy. The 
hubbub from all these people is deafening. I slip quietly away but 
the party goes on. 
Apart from that not much has happened here. 
As Paul pointed out in his sermon last Sunday in St. Botolph's, you 
can argue that the church is not the important thing. It is the 
congregation who count. It is an open question, as he said. 
 

Caroline Coke 
 

St Mary’s Church, Whittlebury : News 
 

Church Cleaning: Unless rules change yet again cleaning in St. 
Mary’s Church will be on Monday 2

nd
 November and Monday 7

th
 

December at 2pm. 
It is hoped that as many of our regulars will be able to help. Hand 
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Sanitizers, masks and social distancing will be 
observed. 
I am sorry but no tea and biscuits! Cheryl 
Ride and Stride 
What a joy to welcome cyclists to St Mary’s 
church for the Ride and Stride on 12

th
 

September 
A record number (16) visited during the day and were so grateful to 
find a fully manned church. Although we were not able to supply 
the usual refreshments it was a relief to do something after 
lockdown. Perhaps we can persuade local cyclists to take part next 
ear, 
As only half the money raised goes to historic churches fund the 
rest to St Mary’s so well worth the effort. As we were not too sure 
of opening I didn’t get round to asking everyone  
to join the rota. Sorry but no offence meant. 
 
One of Gods Promises:-  
Jesus answered “ I am the way the truth and the life. No-one 
comes to the Father except through me.”   John 14: 6 

Our Christmas Day will 
be different this year, of 
course.  

I am sorry that we are 
not having our ‘normal’ 
services that I know is 
so special to so many 
people.  

 

The plan is to have a Carol Service on Christmas Eve probably at 6 
p.m. which will be livestreamed on Zoom.  

Then, on Christmas Day to have the Holy Eucharist at St James’ 
the Great Church, Paulerspury at 10 a.m. which will also be 
livestreamed on Zoom and recorded for people to view later on 
YouTube.  

If you would like to be in Church on Christmas Day, please pre 
book with me. We are still limited on numbers in Church though.  
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We have now settled back at St John’s 
Ambulance Hall and it was nice to get 
back on familiar ground even if things 
can’t go back to normal, with Covid 19 
restrictions in place. We have seen a 
steady increase in use as more clients 
feel able to visit knowing we have social 

distancing measures in place to keep them and our volunteers 
safe.  
If you need a voucher or know some who does there are various 
agencies that you can get one from. They are 
 SNC Money Advice 01327 322275, or any of the following Housing 
Options, Grand Union Housing Group, your child’s school or 
nursery, local clergy, your doctor’s surgery and community nurses. 
Please don’t go without if you are unable to get one from these 
sources come direct to the Foodbank we are open Tuesday 12-2 
and Friday 10.30-12.30 or you can email us 
info@towcester.foodbank.org.uk or send a message via our 
Facebook page. 
We continue to be overwhelmed by the support we are receiving 
from the community with donations of food, money and time and 
we can’t thank you enough. 
We are posting on our Facebook page the items we require at the 
moment and will continue to update this regularly. 
For those of you wishing to donate Christmas food we would much 
appreciate it if you would wait until the last week in November so 
that use by dates will be well into the New Year. Thank you. 
We are still looking for more volunteers and if you are interested 
please visit our website for more information. 
www.towcester.foodbank.org.uk 
If you shop in Tesco’s they are having a special collection for the 
Foodbank 19-21

st
 November when we hope some of our volunteers 

will be able to help. 
 

Towcester Foodbank : Free at the point of need for as long as you 
need it. 

 

mailto:info@towcester.foodbank.org.uk
http://www.towcester.foodbank.org.uk
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CAROL SINGING 

Please join us on Christmas Eve at 8 p.m. on your doorstep, 
singing these two carols in this order!  

 
Putting Christ back into Christmas! 

 
Away in a manger - the words 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.  
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.  
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the Sky,  
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.   
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.  

 
Silent night - the words 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round the Virgin Mother and Child 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quail at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ, the Saviour is born. Christ, the Saviour is born 
 
Silent night, holy night. Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 
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Where are we going to be worshipping? 

The Holy Eucharist - Weekdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays at St James’ the Great Church, Paulerspury 
Thursdays at St Michael’s Church, Silverstone. 
Do come and join us for this simple worship. 
 
On Sunday’s our worship starts with Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. 
which is live from the church of that Sunday and live-streamed on 
YouTube or via Facebook. 
 
We are now following [mostly] a five week plan. Going around the 
whole Benefice every 5 weeks, Abthorpe, Paulerspury, Silverstone, 
Slapton and then Whittlebury. The Sunday Worship, Eucharist is 
livestreamed on Zoom and recorded for people to view on our 
YouTube channel. All these services begin at 10 a.m. 

1
st

 November  Slapton 

8
th

 November  Whittlebury 

15
th

 November  Abthorpe 

22
nd

 November Paulerspury 

29
th

 November  Silverstone 

6
th

 December   Slapton 

13
th

 December  Whittlebury 

20
th

 December  Abthorpe 

25
th

 December  Paulerspury [Christmas Day] 

27
th

 December  Silverstone 

 

Remembrance Sunday services are on 8
th
 November. At Each War 

Memorial in the Benefice we will have an Act of Remembrance. 
These all start at 10:50 and will be held in accordance with 
Government guidance.  

All who attend must remember the Covid-19 rules on Hygiene and 
Social Distancing, especially now the ‘Rule of 6’! [See the page 
elsewhere in this publication on this.]  

Please note, Christmas will be different this year! There is 
information in this edition of ‘Praise Be!’ to guide all for 2020. 

Paul  
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Bible Readings for Sunday Services:  
November, December 2020 & January 2021 

 
1

st
 November   ALL SAINTS DAY 

 Revelation 7. 9-end : Psalm 34. 1-10 
 1 John 3. 1-3 : Matthew 5. 1-12      White 
8

th
 November The Third Sunday before Advent : Remembrance Sunday 

 Amos 5. 18-24 : Psalm 70 
 1 Thessalonians 4. 13-end :Matthew 25. 1-13   Red 
15

th
 November   The Second Sunday before Advent 

 Zephaniah 1.7, 12-end : Psalm 90. 1-8 
 1 Thessalonians 5. 1-11 : Matthew 25. 14-30    Red 
22

nd
 November   CHRIST THE KING 

 Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24 : Psalm 95. 1-7 
 Ephesians 1. 15-end : Matthew 25. 31-end    White 
29

th
 November   The First Sunday of Advent 

 Isaiah 64. 1-9 : Psalm 80. 1-8 
 1 Corinthians 1. 3-9 : Mark 13. 24-end     Purple 
6

th
 December    The Second Sunday of Advent 

 Isaiah 40.1-11 : Psalm 85.1-2,8-13* 
 2 Peter 3.8-15a : Mark 1.1-8       Purple 
13

th
 December   The Third Sunday of Advent 

 Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11 : Psalm 126 or Canticle: Magnificat 
 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 : John 1.6-8,19-28     Purple 
20

th
 December   The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 : Canticle: Magnificat or Psalm 89.1-4,19-26* 
 Romans 16.25-27 : Luke 1.26-38  
25

th
 December   Christmas Day 

 Isaiah 52.7-10 : Psalm 98 
 Hebrews 1.1-4[5-12] : John 1.1-14     White or Gold 
27

th
 December   The First Sunday of Christmas 

 Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3 : Psalm 148* 
 Galatians 4.4-7 : Luke 2.15-21      White 
3

rd
 January    The Epiphany 

 Isaiah 60.1-6 : Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15 
 Ephesians 3.1-12 : Matthew 2.1-12      White  
10

th
 January   The Baptism of Christ 

 Genesis 1.1-5 : Psalm 29 
 Acts 19.1-7 : Mark 1.4-11       White 
17

th
 January   The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 1 Samuel 3.1-10[11-20] : Psalm 139.1-5,12-18* 
 Revelation 5.1-10 : John 1.43-51      White 
24

th
 January   The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 Genesis 14.17-20 : Psalm 128 
 Revelation 19.6-10 : John 2.1-11      White 
31

st
 January   Candlemas [The Presentation] 

 Malachi 3.1-5 : Psalm 24.[1-6]7-10 
 Hebrews 2.14-18 : Luke 2.22-40     White or Gold 
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MINISTERS AND SAFEGUARDING 
Our Rector 

The Revd Paul M
c
Leod 

St. Michael’s Vicarage: 24a High Street 
Silverstone: Towcester. NN12 8US 

  Tel:  01327 858101 

  Mobile: 07780 834099 

  email: revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com 

Our Reader 

Clare Ray   

  email: clareray18@gmail.com 

Another very important contact is - 

Benefice Safeguarding Officer/Reader in training  

Lesley Dale.  

  Tel:  01327 811531  

  Mobile: 07741460633.  

  email: dalel@denbigh.net 
 

As Lesley is a teacher she can’t have her mobile with her in 
lessons but if you need to speak with her, please leave a message and 
Lesley will get back to you.  

The Diocesan Safeguarding Contacts are:  
Bev Huff:  Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 
The Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB 
  Tel:  01733 887040 (direct line) 
  OR:  01733 887027  
   (Sharon Welbourne, Safeguarding Assistant) 
  email: bev.huff@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

Samantha Jackson: Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 

The Diocesan Office, The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB 

  Tel:  01733 887041 (direct line) 

  OR:  01733 887027  

   (Sharon Welbourne, Safeguarding Assistant) 

  email:  

   samantha.jackson@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 

dial://01733887040/
dial://01733887027/
mailto:bev.huff@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
dial://01733887041/
dial://01733887027/
mailto:samantha.jackson@peterborough-diocese.org.uk

