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Praise Be! 

The next Bishop of Peterborough 
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See more about Bishop Debbie inside.  
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Our New Bishop 

The next Bishop of Peterborough will be the Right Reverend 
Debbie Sellin Downing Street has announced today. Bishop 
Debbie, currently Bishop of Southampton, will be installed at a 
service in Peterborough Cathedral in early 2024.  

On the 28th September, there was a 
welcome for Bishop Debbie and her 
husband Paul to the Diocese starting at 
William Law Primary School where Chris 
Dalliston, Dean of Peterborough, will 
formally welcome her and she will lead a 
short harvest reflection. Following this 
Bishop Debbie will visit Grange Park Church in Northampton to see 
how Christians from different denominations have been working 
together to impact their communities. Later, she will visit The 
Chapel Gym in Corby, to see how the gym changes lives for the 
better by offering the potential to improve both physical and 
spiritual health. The day will conclude with evensong at 
Peterborough Cathedral.  

Bishop Debbie discussed her appointment with Steve Benoy, 
Bishop's Chaplain.  

It was important to Bishop Debbie to announce her appointment 
among young people. Her own commitment to faith developed at a 
Crusaders youth group and she started full-time ministry as a 
Children and Families Worker. Debbie was brought up in a rectory 
surrounded by church life, but a clear calling to ordained ministry 
came later in life, being drawn initially to work in a caring profession 
which resulted in a career in NHS Management.  

It was whilst Bishop Debbie was caring for her own young family 
that she felt a definite call to ministry which deepened over time, 
leading her to begin her ordination training in 2004. Whilst serving 
in parish ministry she also took on the additional role of Area Dean, 
something that gave her a wider perspective and introduced her to 
the workings of the Diocese. From these roles, she was appointed 
Bishop of Southampton, something she describes as ‘exciting and 
daunting at the same time’, but felt ‘a deep sense that this was 
what God wanted for me that only grew stronger and stronger’.  

During her time as Bishop of Southampton, Bishop Debbie has 
been involved in a variety of roles. As non-executive chair of Love 
Southampton, her passion for seeing social transformation through 
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ecumenical outreach and community engagement was enhanced. 
She has also been an Ambassador of the Rose Road Association 
which provides direct care for children and young adults with 
complex physical and learning disabilities and support for their 
families.  

The role of Diocesan Bishop is not completely new to Bishop 
Debbie who has been the acting Bishop of Winchester following the 
retirement of Bishop Tim Dakin in February 2022. In an unsettled 
environment, Bishop Debbie spent time listening and 
understanding the challenges that people were facing, whilst 
working towards building reconciliation and unity.  

One of Bishop Debbie’s priorities has been to encourage parishes 
to thrive. In her current diocese there is a rich variety of landscapes 
from urban to very rural, coastal and the new forest and she is 
dedicated to helping parishes in all these different contexts be the 
best they can be; guiding them through vacancies, celebrating 
those who are flourishing and coming alongside those who would 
welcome additional support.  

Welcoming Bishop Debbie to her new role, John Holbrook, Bishop 
of Brixworth said; ‘I am thrilled that Debbie has agreed to serve as 
the next Bishop of Peterborough. She has great experience of 
bringing unity and identity to a large and diverse diocese, a heart to 
champion young people and support those at the margins of 
society and a mission to see our parishes and their communities 
thrive’.  

Debbie is married to Paul, a Professor of Physics, and has two 
grown-up sons. In her rare downtime she enjoys cooking, reading 
and craft, spending time with family and taking coastal walks. 

 

Link to see a video of our new bishop interviewed by The Revd 
Canon Steve Benoy as referred to in the preceding article.  

 

https://youtu.be/ZzOQZhfGs_c 
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Announcing our new Bishop of Peterborough 

I was delighted to be at William Law Primary 
School alongside the Dean to announce that 
our new Bishop of Peterborough will be The 
Right Reverend Debbie Sellin. The year 
leading to this wonderful news has been full 
of prayer. We have asked that everyone in 
the Diocese join in praying; for our new 
Bishop, for the Vacancy in See Committee as they drew up our 
Statement of Needs, for the Crown Nominations Committee as they 
considered the candidates and now for Bishop Debbie as she 
begins her transition. 
I am hugely grateful to all those who played a part, and I know that 
Bishop Debbie encompasses so much of what we asked for. 
Someone who can share the love of Christ, who is kind, with a 
deep love of scripture and who can promote unity in our diverse 
diocese. A bishop who has a vision for mission and evangelism, a 
heart for families and young people and who encourages, sustains 
and supports all those involved in ministry. 
Bishop Debbie has shown through her work with Love 
Southampton her passion for seeing social transformation through 
community outreach, bringing Christian love and service to those in 
need, wherever that might be. Having started her ministry as a 
Children and Families Worker she understands the value of young 
voices and supports our Growing Faith vision to engage with all 
generations in our churches. She believes, as I do, that the parish 
church is the beating heart of our mission and is committed to 
seeing parishes thrive; guiding them through vacancies, celebrating 
those who are flourishing and coming alongside those who would 
welcome additional support. 
The announcement is a first step in a journey that will cover many 
months until she is installed in early 2024. During this period, I ask 
you all to continue to pray for Bishop Debbie and her family. I look 
forward to accompanying her as she settles into the diocese and 
gets to know you all. 
With my prayers and best wishes, 

 
+ John 
Acting Bishop of Peterborough and Bishop of 
Brixworth 
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On two evenings at the start of October, 
Clare Ray and I took time in the Upper 
Room at The White Horse Pub in 
Silverstone. Why? Well, we were offering 
the opportunity for anyone who is not 
already a member of the Church to come 
along and ask questions about our faith, all 
those why’s and what is it about sort of 
questions. This was not about trying to 
convert people (though we would never stand in the way of that 
happening), but rather to try to help people to feel they can ask 
questions and that we will listen to them with open minds and 
generous hearts.  

Sadly, although Clare and I had plenty of time to catch up after my 
Sabbatical, no one turned up on either evening. We are not 
disheartened though, we will do this again in the New Year. What 
we do need to do is to ensure that those beyond the doors of the 
church know that this is happening and that they are invited to 
come along. To make this happen we will be producing some 
invitation cards that can be used for personal invitations, these will 
be used by the ministry team, but we are also going to ask you, 
church members to give out a personal invitation to anyone who 
you think might be interested in asking questions of the ‘Mad 
Christians’ or hearing others ask questions. These invitations 
should be available very soon. 

Meet the mad Christians: 

Bible Reflection time 
On Wednesday’s each week at midday we have a Bible Reflection 
Time. We read and then reflect on Bible Passages (usually those 
that will be used on the following Sunday).  
This is on zoom, if you would like to join us, let the Rector know by 
email and he will send you the link and the next Bible Passages.  

Revd Paul’s email : revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com  

SINGING GROUP 30th November at 7:30 p.m. 
Yes, a restart date, after a long gap we will start the singing group 
again at the end of November in St Michael’s Church, Silverstone. 
We are not a choir, just a few people who like to sing Christian 
songs, hymns and chants.  
No charge, just come along. Usually fortnightly.  
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Yes, I am back!  

I have had a wonderful few months for my Sabbatical. During this 
time was living mostly in the house my wife and I have in a little 
Village called Ameugny (Southern Saone et Loire near to Cluny 
and the next village to Taizé!).  

I worshipped at Taizé, took part in regular Bible Study, read a 
number of books, kept a journal through most of the time and 
engaged in sharing with the Community at Taizé. Indeed, it was 
good to have a meeting with the new Prior elect of the Taizé 
community, Brother Matthew, an Anglican from Yorkshire, that is 
something that I am quite exited about.  

I have returned from this time away with a sense of need to be able 
to share the Good News with as many people as is possible. This 
is because I know that Jesus is there for me, through His love I 
have meaning and purpose in my life and this leads to a sense of 
Joy and an openness to the breadth and depth of emotions that 
make me fully a human being, created in the image of God.  

How I do this? Well, I hope to be able to live out my life in a positive 
way, to be a compassionate and loving person who brings this joy 
to bear in the relationships I gifted by God in these parishes and 
further afield.  

Many days of my time were set in a simple pattern. Worship at 8:20 
a.m., then to my nearest town for bread, back to Taizé for Bible 
Introduction at 10, prayers at 12:30, singing practice at 2 p.m., 
workshops at 5:30, food then evening prayers at 8:30 p.m. It may 
not sound like much, but the days seemed quite intense, not least 
of all because the temperatures were ranging up to 40 degrees 
Celsius on a number of days, rarely below 30 degrees during the 
day. I am not complaining about this, but it did mean I had to slow 
down a lot to survive.  

It is inspiring to be among so many people who are prepared to 
offer worship. Who are seeking meaning in their lives and want to 
discover this in relationship to God, the same God I know and love, 
who fills my life with purpose and hope.  

I discovered this continuing sense of wonder and hope when I took 
a week away from France and went to Italy, to Rome for a few days 
and then to Assisi. It is amazing to be in the city where St Peter 

From the Rector’s Laptop 
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was martyred confessing Jesus as Lord, as well as St Paul lived, 
was imprisoned and then he also was martyred. So much history 
all around too, history that has marked the centuries of Christian 
life in the world.  

Assisi has always been special for me in thought as the place 
where St Francis began his ministry. As a person who began 
exploring the possibility of becoming a Friar in The Society of St 
Francis, this has been an important place for me for many years. 
So to visit this small town in Italy, spending time in the Basilica 
dedicated to St Francis and seeing the place where his remains are 
alleged to have been placed, was quite emotional and important to 
me.  

However, spending so much time away, as it were, on my own, has 
meant that I have come back to my ministry inspired to be the best 
priest I can be in and amongst you all. I come back with a sense of 
the love of God bubbling up inside me, know the joy of faith and the 
privilege of being called to serve God and to be amongst you all. 
And yes, I also have my new ministry as Warden of Lay Ministry to 
explore and grow into over the next few months and maybe years.  

Oh, and yes, I am looking to stay here, as long as God wants me to 
be here and you are also happy to have me. I hope that you are 
happy to have me hear as your Parish Priest, Vicar or Rector or 
whatever else you might choose to call me.  

I have added to this article here in this magazine a few photo’s of 
my time away. I am sorry that those of you getting a ‘hard copy’ will 
not get much from the photo’s, but those who look at the email 

copy may be 

willing to tolerate 
my ‘holiday 
photo’s’.  

Bell Tower at Taizé  

Trevi Fountain, 
Rome 
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Trevi Fountain again 

Holocaust Memorial in St Peter’s Square 

St Peter’s, Rome 

The Colosseum, Rome. 

My favourite Brasserie in Cluny, France 

I also visited Northumberland, this is 
Coquet Isalnd (& Lighthouse) from Low 
Hauxley Beach 
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Advent this year begins on Sunday 3rd December.  
Introduction to the Season 
 

Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the Church 
waits for the coming (adventus) of Christ, both in his incarnation 
and as judge at the end of time. The readings and liturgies 
therefore look forward not only to Christ’s birth, but also to his final 
Coming, and challenge the modern reluctance to confront the 
theme of divine judgement: 

Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty.   (Charles Wesley) 

The characteristic note of Advent is expectation, rather than 
penitence, although the character of the season is easily coloured 
by an analogy with Lent. The anticipation of Christmas under 
relentless commercial pressure has also made it harder to sustain 
the appropriate sense of alert watchfulness. Church decorations 
are simple and spare, and purple is the traditional liturgical colour. 
In the northern hemisphere, the Advent season falls at the darkest 
time of the year, and the natural symbols of darkness and light are 
powerfully at work throughout Advent and Christmas. The lighting 
of candles on an Advent wreath was imported into Britain from 
northern Europe in the nineteenth century, and is now a common 
practice. The Moravian custom of the Christingle has similarly 
enjoyed great success in Britain from the late twentieth century, 
with the encouragement of the Children’s Society; Christingle 
services may take place before or after Christmas. The third 
Sunday of Advent was observed in mediaeval times as a splash of 
colour in the restrained atmosphere of Advent (Gaudete or “Rose 
Sunday”), and the last days of Advent were marked by the 
sequence of Great ‘O’ Antiphons, which continue to inspire modern 
Advent hymns and meditations. 
 
In our Benefice we are going to mark advent with the Advent Carol 
Service on Sunday 3rd December at 5:30 p.m. in St James’ the 
Great Church, Paulerspury led by Revd George Frost. Please do 
come along and celebrate at the start of this season with Advent 
Carols and Hymns.  
 
Advent Candles. Throughout Advent and onto Christmas Day itself, 
we will be lighting the Advent Candles each Sunday. As we live 
through the dark days of December we see the light increasing with 

The Season of Advent  
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these candles until we mark the wonder of Christmas Day and the 
celebration of the Nativity.  
 
In Silverstone the Crib Figures of Mary, Joseph and the Donkey will 
go on a journey around the Parish on what is called ‘Posada’. 
 
What is Posada? Posada is a Spanish word meaning ‘inn’. 
Posada celebrations originated in Mexico where two young people 
were chosen to dress up as Mary and Joseph. They used to travel 
from house to house in their village telling people about the 
imminent arrival of Jesus and asking them if they would give Him a 
room. On Christmas Eve they would re-enact a community play 
and bring figures of Mary and Joseph to be placed in a crib. 
 
The modern day equivalent is based on this concept but 
encourages people to give a home to the nativity figures of Mary 
and Joseph for a night. This symbolises making room for Jesus in 
our lives, homes and communities.  
 
Each night from the fourth Sunday before Christmas the figures 
travel around the parish, work place or community from place to 
place arriving in Church or at a service on Christmas Eve in time to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 
The journey encourages people to think about the meaning of 
Christmas and to share the message with others. On Christmas 
Eve when the figures arrive at their final destination, the crib scene 
is built up during a service in preparation for Christmas Day. 
 
Since Church Army introduced Posada in 2000 many churches 
have realised the potential it has both within their own church and 
the wider community. 
 
In the past, this has run in Paulerspury School with the support of 
St James’ Church, and, for the past couple of years, this has also 
run for the community of the Parish of Silverstone. There is a list in 
St Michael’s Church for you to sign up to host the figures as they 
journey around the parish before returning to Church for Christmas 
itself.  
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Children’s Ministry 

We have been blessed by having the team from Gen2 holding 
events in the Church Rooms in Silverstone. In October we had 
Simply Christmas, an evening to introduce ideas as to how to 
engage with families, children and parents, alongside our schools in 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ at the time of Christmas.  
On 7th November, there is an event, ‘Simply Toddlers’ to look at 
great resources for toddler activities and implement them into 
church and community. There is a request for donations of £5 to 
cover costs and that people might book in via ‘Eventbrite’ 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/childrens-ministry-training-simply-toddlers-
tickets-732769502307 This forms part of a programme of events 
from our Childrens Ministry team in Silverstone Church Rooms.  
The others are: 
 

Simply Easter on 6th February 2024 
Simply School on 5th March 2024 
Simply Outside on 7th May 2024 
Simply Intergenerational on 4th June 2024 
All sessions are 7 to 9 p.m. 
 

We continue to work with our Church Schools in the Benefice.  
 

There is a wonderful ministry taking place that you will have read 
about in the past, but which needs more support and volunteers to 
keep it going, this is ‘Open the Book’. Our great team go into all 
three schools about once each half term and tell as story from the 
Bible. There is some dressing up, some speaking parts and some 
simple acting. At the moment our Assistant Curate, Revd George 
Frost, is running the ministry with the team of volunteers. This is 
being received really well in the schools and we hope that this will 
continue on into the future. Could you help, would you be prepared 
to volunteer and be a part of this great ministry? Please think about 
this seriously and contact Revd George to find our more about 
volunteering. 
 

We are also so very blessed that our schools want to have support 
from and to be a part of the life of the local church community. 
Recently we have had the opportunity to host two of our Schools 
into Church for Harvest (Silverstone have too many children now to 
make this work in Church, which is a shame for us, but great for 
them).  
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We are looking forward to having all three come in for Christmas 
activities too. Please pray for this good work to continue and to be a 
blessing. We do not have any other ways just now to contact 
children and young families with the Good News, so this ministry 
needs support and prayers.  
 

Hatch, Match and Dispatch 
Baptisms: 
 

19th August Frederic Langley 
26th August Tiggy Angus 
16th September Eilidh Dolman 
14th October Alexander Edward James Jenkinson 
21st October Pearl Large 
12th November Sonny Jones 
 

Marriages: 
 

26th August Gemma Elizabeth Jones  
   and Maxwell Harvey Winters 
2nd September Wing Nga Kwan  
   and Andrew Richard Halliwell 
30th September Marina Edith Heumann  
   and William Morgan Coxford 
9th December  Harriet Rosemary Spence  
   and Timothy Edward Webster 
 

Funerals: 
 

14th August James Andrew Coombs 
31st August Joan Rosemary Manning 
19th September Iain Gavin Mumme 
   William James Boswell (Bill) 
3rd October Andrea Elizabeth Willis 
5th October Davina Pamela Viesta Marjorie Hammonds 
(Dubby) 
19th October Janet Mahalath Ann Watts 
26th October John Barnes 
27th October Brian Charles Holton  
 
ALL SOULS DAY Service. 2nd November at 7:30 in St Botolph’s 
Church, Slapton. To commemorate the faithful departed. All 
Welcome.  

The Benefice Diary 
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St John the Baptist Church, Abthorpe  
 
We had wonderful Harvest Celebrations this year 
in Abthorpe!  Quite a few people came to our 
Harvest Service on September 17th and 
generous donations of produce from this service 
went to The Hope Centre in Northampton and the Food Bank in 
Towcester.  Thank you to everyone who donated. 
The following week we held our Harvest Supper in The Old School.  
It was well attended and it was lovely to see friends from St 
Michael’s Church in Silverstone who joined us.  We originally had 
two events planned – on 23rd September, a talk from Anne Baldwin, 
who had worked as a Missionary in Sri Lanka and then our Harvest 
Supper on 30th.  A few weeks before the first event, it became 
obvious to combine these events and it worked brilliantly!  We kept 
supper simple with a Ploughman’s Supper, followed by a variety of 
Autumn Tray bakes.  Anne’s talk, before the supper, was so 
interesting, and there is a separate article about this.  Rev’d 
George Frost was in charge of the squares board again and he 
presented us with the problem of finding where the sheep of a local 
farmer had gone!  
By the time this Praise Be! is published, our long awaited building 
work on the north side of the church will have started!  We have not 
as yet raised all the money needed for the project, but when this 
stage is completed, the worst of the disruptive building work will be 
done.  The floor will be replaced with York stone and the north side 
wall will be replastered.  A simple servery with a sink and all the 
plumbing pipes will be installed and we plan to purchase new 
chairs.  There will be some inconvenience caused and we hope 
people will understand not to try to come into the church whilst it is 
going on, even though the builders will have the north door open.  
We desperately wanted to put water into the church, but due to lack 
of finance, this will have to wait a bit longer. 
The food bank box will still be available for donations whilst the 
work is going on and this will be put into the South porch and 
another box will be added as Christmas approaches.  We will keep 
the bird gate at that side unbolted.  The food bank is needed more 
than ever, especially in the lead up to Christmas.  We are not 
anticipating any disruptions to our Church Services, but this will 
depend on the time scale with the builders. 

From the parishes 
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We have recently held the last of our Tea and Piece events for this 
year, which was a ‘Thank you’ to all the people who have 
supported us over the year one way or another.  We really 
appreciate this help 
Our Act of Remembrance will be held at the War Memorial on 
November 12th at 10.50am.  Please meet at the War Memorial.  All 
donations from this will go to the British Legion. 
We are organising a coffee morning with the Old School on 
December 9th from 10.30am to 12.30.  It will be held in the Old 
School and there will be a raffle and lovely treats available to go 
with the coffee (or tea!) 
The lights on the village Christmas Tree will be lit on Sunday 10th 

December.  Meet on The Green at 4.30pm.  Please wrap up for the 
weather and bring a torch!  There will be lovely refreshments 
afterwards! 
We are hoping we are back to ‘normal’ in Church for our Christingle 
service at 4pm on Christmas Eve and of course our Christmas Day 
Service at 9.15am.  We will also be hosting the Benefice service at 
10am on December 31st. 
All of us on the PCC wish everyone in the Benefice a Happy 
Christmas and a Peaceful 2024. 

 
St Michael’s Church, Silverstone 
 
We were pleased to welcome Reverend 
Paul back to St. Michael’s Church on 
Sunday 1st October to celebrate, with a 
large congregation, our Harvest 
Thanksgiving and Patronal Festival Holy 

Eucharist. Harvest Gifts were delivered to The 
Towcester Foodbank. 
The first of our 4 Autumn Soup Lunches commenced 
on Monday 16th October, 12 noon to 1.30 p.m. in the Church 
Rooms - one more to go on Monday 6th November. A Christmas 
Soup Lunch and Raffle will be held on Monday 18th December, 
12 noon to 1.30 p.m. in the Church Rooms. Thanks are given to 
our team of volunteers who make delicious soups and cakes, and 
happily serve the soups. We also thank all who come along to 
support these events. 
On Tuesday 3rd October, in the Church Rooms, we had a visit from 

From the parishes 
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Charlotte Nobbs, Children’s Mission Enabler, who presented 
‘Simply Christmas’ - good ideas for activities with children. It was 
very nice to meet with folk from other places in the Diocese. 
Charlotte and her team came with ideas which are always useful 
for our Monthly T@4 Service. All are invited to the next Meeting 
‘Simply Toddlers’ on Tuesday, 7th November in the Church Rooms 
from 7 p.m. 
The volunteers for Open the Book have presented the first story of 
the new School Year – The Big Party. More volunteers from the 
Benefice are always welcome! 
Posada. We will again be hosting the Holy Family on their Journey 
to Bethlehem. Each household will be hosts for 2 nights and then 
deliver the family to the next household on the list. The list is in 
church, you can also contact Anne who will be happy to receive 
names of any family interested. 
The United Service with the Methodists on November 19th will be 
held in St. Michael’s Church at 10.00 a.m. 
Our next visits to sing at Clare House will be on 15th November and 
13th December at 2.15 p.m. 
Judith Paybody   
 
St James’ the Great Church, Paulerspury 

 
The Christmas Market will be taking 
place again this year in Paulerspury, 
St James’ Church. Please see the 
advert to the left here.  
We celebrated with our village school 
the harvest service. 
They gave 
generously for the 
Towcester foodbank.  
Thanks to our 
volunteers who 
helped to sort it all 
out.  
 
 
 
 

From the parishes 
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St Botolph’s Church, Slapton  
 
Ride and Stride on the 9th of September was 
a very hot day so St. Botolph's was opened 
earlier than usual to accommodate early 
birds, of which one was Val Hartley, one of 
the organisers. She told me afterwards she 
bicycled a good 10 miles round a number of churches, which was 
laudable in the heat. We had more visitors than usual which was 
encouraging, although of course only the donations from people in 
this village to the Historic Churches Trust benefit St. Botolph's 
proportionately, and the church for which you are raising money 
needs to be specified on the form. 
Evensong Harvest Festival was lovely and taken by George, and 
the church was beautifully decorated by the usual loyal band of 
ladies. Marina Heuman had her wedding in the church in 
September, and because her mother is a garden designer and 
does flowers for parties and weddings the most abundant and 
lavish autumnal flowers, seed heads and foliage decorated every 
available surface. It was fantastic! We have another village 
wedding to look forward to in December - Tim Webster who has 
lived in Slapton all his life, and Harriet Spence. 
The Archdeacon's Visitation was much enjoyed by our two 
churchwardens. The Ven Richard Ormston, the nicest and most 
amusing of men, inspected the Registers which are up to date, and 
he was impressed by the plan of the churchyard. He was pleased 
to note that we had full PCC membership, consisting of about 10% 
of the entire population of Slapton, plus a representative on the 
Deanery Synod. 
Our carol Service will be on the 17th December and the date and 
time of the carol singing round the village will be 
announced eventually, when we get organised. 
Caroline Coke 
 
St Mary’s Church, Whittlebury 
 
On a very hot Saturday in September our church 
was manned from 10am – 5pm for the annual Ride and Stride 
although we didn’t have as many riders as in the previous years. I 
think the heat might have had something to do with it.  It was lovely 

From the parishes 
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to sit in the cool  peace and quiet of the church and we did have a 
few visitors wishing to look round our beautiful building after visiting 
family graves. 
In contrast on a very wet and windy 20th September we held our ‘ 
Thank You’ coffee morning in church.  It was lovely to see nearly all 
the volunteers who help with the church cleaning and our gallant 
band of mowers Paul, Brian and Dave joining us for Coffee, cake 
and a chat.  A pleasant social time was had by all, and we really 
appreciate all their hard work.   
On Wednesday the 11th October the children of Whittlebury CofE 
School came to the church for their Harvest Thanksgiving. 
Revd Paul welcomed the children, parents and grandparents. 
The children sang a selection of Autumnal songs and the children 
from the reception class sang "Big Red Combine Harvester" with 
great enthusiasm. The older children read passages thanking for 
the harvest of the fields and sea. Revd Paul ended the service with 
the children saying the Lord's Prayer and a blessing. 
A lovely service as always.  
Services in church for November               
5th November    Morning Worship     10am                               
12th  November  Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial at 
10.45am followed by service in church.  
26th  November  Holy Eucharist in church at  9.15am. 
 
One of Gods Promises 
To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God.                                                                                    

Remembrance Sunday is on the 12th November this year. This 
important time of year will be marked across the Benefice as 
follows: 
Abthorpe :  Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial  
   at 10:50 a.m. 
Paulerspury : Holy Eucharist at 9:45 a.m. in St James’ Church 
and Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial at 10:50 a.m. 
Silverstone : Service and Act of Remembrance – Starting in the 
Methodist Church at 10:40 a.m., then at the War Memorial on 
Stocks Hill, finishing in St Michael’s Church.  
Whittlebury :  Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial on The 
Green at 10:45 a.m. followed by a Service in St Mary’s Church.  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
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Yes, this is the last edition of ‘Praise Be!’ in 2023 which means that 
it takes us through to Christmas, so what is going to be happening 
for the Churches of our Benefice this year? 
 
Carol Services: 
 
Paulerspury : 10th December at 6 p.m. Nine Lessons and Carols 
Whittlebury : 17th December at 4 p.m. Nine Lessons and Carols 
Silverstone : 17th December at 4 p.m. Christingle and Carols – 
    The Village Carol Service 
Slapton :  17th December at 5 p.m. Nine Lessons and Carols, 
        followed by Mince Pies 
Abthorpe :  24th December at 4 p.m. Christingle and Carols 
 
Christmas Services: 
 
Paulerspury : 24th December at 11:30 p.m. Midnight Mass 
Silverstone :  24th December at 11:30 p.m. Midnight Mass 
Abthorpe :  25th December at 9:15 a.m.     
    The Eucharist for Christmas Day 
Whittlebury : 25th December at 10:00 a.m.     
    The Eucharist for Christmas Day 
Silverstone : 25th December at 10:00 a.m.     
    Family Service + Reserved Sacrament 
Slapton :  25th December at 11:00 a.m.     
    The Eucharist for Christmas Day   
    (Traditional Language) 
 
Beer and Carols:  
 
These are held in some of the pubs in the Benefice. 
 
Silverstone,  The White Horse on Tuesday     
   19th December at 7 p.m. 
Abthorpe,   The New Inn on Wednesday     
   20th December at 7 p.m.  

Christmas Services and events:  
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Bible Readings for Sunday Service: March & April 2023 

These readings are for the Holy Eucharist on a Sunday, Evening and Morning 
Prayer may use different readings.  
 

Sunday 5th November : All Saints Sunday 
 Revelation 7.9-17 : Psalm 34.1-10 
 1 John 3.1-3 : Matthew 5.1-12      WHITE 
 

Sunday 12th November : Remembrance Sunday 
 Wisdom of Solomon 6.12-16 : Canticle: Wisdom of Solomon 6.17-20 
 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18 : Matthew 25.1-13    RED 
 

Sunday 19th November : The Second Sunday before Advent 
 Zephaniah 1.7,12-18 : Psalm 90.1-8[9-11]12* 
 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 : Matthew 25.14-30    RED 
 

Sunday 26th November : Christ the King 
 Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24 : Psalm 95.1-7 
 Ephesians 1.15-23 : Matthew 25.31-46    WHITE 
 

Sunday 3rd December : Advent Sunday 
 Isaiah 64.1-9 : Psalm 80.1-8, 18-20* 
 1 Corithians 1.3-9 : Mark 13.24-37     PURPLE 
 

Sunday 10th December : The Second Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 40.1-11 : Psalm 85.1-2, 8-13* 
 2 Peter 3.8-15a : Mark 1.1-8      PURPLE 
 

Sunday 17th December : The Third Sunday of Advent 
 Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 : Psalm 126 or Canticle: Magnificat 
 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 : John 1.6-8, 19-28    PURPLE 
 

Sunday 24th December : The Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16 : Canticle: Magnificat or Psalm 89.1-4, 19-26* 
 Romans 16.25-27 : Luke 1.26-38     PURPLE 
 

Monday 25th December : Christmas Day 
Any of the following sets of readings may be used on Christmas Night and on 
Christmas Day. Set III should be used at some service during the celebration. 
I Isaiah 9.2-7 : Psalm 96 
 Titus 2.11-14 : Luke 2.1-14 [15-20] 
II Isaiah 62.6-12 : Psalm 97 
 Titus 3.4-7 : Luke 2.[1-7] 8-20 
III Isaiah 52.7-10 : Psalm 98 
 Hebrews 1.1-4 [5-12] : John 1.1-14     WHITE 
 

Sunday 31st December : The First Sunday of Christmas 
 Isaiah 61.10 – 62.3 : Psalm 148* 
 Galatians 4.4-7 : Luke 2.15-21      WHITE 
 

Sunday 7th January : The Baptism of Christ 
 Genesis 1.1-5 : Psalm 29 
 Acts 19.1-7 : Mark 1.4-11       WHITE 
 

Sunday 14th January : The Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 1 Samuel 3.1-10 [11-20] : Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18* 
 Revelation 5.1-10 : John 1.43-end     WHITE 
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MINISTERS AND SAFEGUARDING 

The Rector 
The Revd Paul McLeod 
St. Michael’s Vicarage: 24a High Street 
Silverstone: Towcester. NN12 8US 

  Tel:  01327 858101 

  Mobile: 07780 834099 

  email: revpaulmcleod@btinternet.com 

The Assistant Curate 
  The Revd George Frost 
  33 Murswell Lane, Silverstone, Towcester. 
  email:  rev@gfrost.name  
  Tel:  01327 857827  

The Readers 
Clare Ray   
  email: clareray18@gmail.com 
  Mobile:  07837 864681 
 
Lesley Dale.  
  Tel:  01327 811531  

  Mobile: 07741460633.  

  email: dalel@denbigh.net 
 

Lesley is also our Benefice Safeguarding Officer 
 
As Lesley is a teacher she can’t have her mobile with her in lessons but if 
you need to speak with her, please leave a message and Lesley will get 
back to you.  

The Diocesan Safeguarding Contact is by email to: 
 
safeguarding@peterborough.diocese.org.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 

Carole Fitzsimons 
carole.fitzsimons@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
01733 887040   


